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WHICH 
A True P ASTO R, will Defire to 


Abounding, among h his PEOPLE. | 


n BOOK, deſiph hd to be Lodgd | 
and Left u their Hands, by One 
Deſirous to be Such an One, in 
his PASTORAL YISITS,| 


: * 


] 


| 
| 
ſ 
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| Moreover, 1 will Endcaveur, that gou may be| | 


is BOSTON: Frinted by B. Green, for 
| fa 


to the Houſes of all his is Nn 


2 Per. L 12, 13, 17. 

I will not be negligent, to put you always in Re. 
membrance. of the ſe Things. 

Tra, Ithink it meet as long as 1 am in bie Tas | 


bernacle, to ftir you up, b; putting vou in Re. | 
membrance. 


| 


able after mi Decca, to have theſe things | 
always in Remis anct. * 
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nt Green, at his Shop at the Lower- 
Ead of Middle Strict, 1713. 
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| paſtoral Deſires: | 
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The Things that are ns 
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Phil. KL 7, 9, 16 


; 1 Fave you in my Heart ;--- And * 
F Pray.— That you may appreve- 
7 hings that are Excellent. J 


Ehold, A; Poftoral Guadreſe in 
moft Loving and Flaming, oo” 


perations | The Deſires in- 
| Heart of a Laborious Paſtor 4 = 
an Endeared People, are now to be ſet. 
before You, = 

Our Apoſtle had been 2 notable . 
Peeacber of the Goſpel, and as noted 
S. Fer. r for 1 It, in the 21. ee dinian Philippi 
Ihe 7 Flack of Chriſtiars here continned 
fongiſiing i in ſuch a Genuine and Ge, 


T A 2 nerous- 
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: © neous DiÞ!>yoof true Chrifilnicy that 
den He has Occaſion to write unto | # 
them, tbey bad ( as Cbryſoſtom expreſſes 
it) given their Docłor ma occaſien to befow | 
#he lea? Reprebenſion upon them ; He writes | 
all in the Suaſory Style; in the Repre- 
Benſery nothing at all. He was now in 
peculiar Difficulties, but his dear Philip- 
„ ian Flock, ſent their Bountiful Reliefs 
Uno him. He does in a Rich Epiſtle 
| anto them, acknowledge their Bounty; 
and repreſent his own tender & grate- 
P.. Fal AﬀeRions for them. One Expreſ- 
ion; And what one could be more 
F Hignificant, or more agreeable !---of his | 
Affection unto them, is his Prayer; his | 
" Feryent and conſtant Prayer on their be- 
aff” An illuſtrious Article of his Un- 
, "ceaſing Suppfication is, For Excellent | 
* Things to be found among them; Even, | 
That they might be acquainted with 
Excellent Things ; Approve them, and you 
may be ſure, alſo Praiſe them. | 
Tou will eafily allow me the point, 
+ whereof I propoſe a Proſecution. 


—_— n 


P ae... Fr! — Bo o. e @a a rr e MM. a 
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| lent Things may be Approved, and"purfued 
: | and obtained among 4 Children, At 
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The Things that. are Excellent. 2.0 
To fee his People Approving of, and 4. 


1 bounding in the Things that are Excellent. 


The Work which I now proceed ups 


| on, will, I hope, come into the Namber 
of Excellent Things, as well as be a Mo- 
— wer for them, and a Leader to them. It 
is to ſer ſome Excellent Things. 
| before the People, to whom I may tru- 
| ly ſay, I have you in my Heart; and of 
| whom, I know, I muſt ſhortly give an 
Account unto God. Yea, I will, not 


only with all poflible Solemnity, de- 1 


| clare unto you, That theſe Excellene 
- Things are thoſe which your own Paſ= 


tors more defire to fee you Endued withs 
al, than to ſee themſelves Enriched with" | 


all the Poſſeſſions of this World; Oh! 


how Readily, how Chearfully, mould 


we even Dy for it, if ſuch a Bleſſedneſs 
for our Beloved People, might be by 


our Death accompliſhed ! But I will free. 


| ly ſpeak it in the Namę of all the Faith- 
ful Paſtors upon Earth; Brethren; our 


Hearts Deſire, and Prayer, fer all you tf, 
are under our Charge, is, That ſuch Exeels 


tend unto them. A3 KR 
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1 It is much to be Deſired, and w- e 
intenſely deſire it; That our People 
may have a clear, KNOWLEDGE of | 
S thoſe Excellent Things, which to Know « | 
Tie Eternal. The Truths of our Holy 
+ Religion, and the Myfteries in the GH 
riows Goſpel of the Bleſſed God, are Excel- 
tent Things. The Spirit of God, who 
| Has Ordered and has Directed the Wri- 
ting of theſe Things for us, may well 
fax, Prov. XXII. 20. Have mor 1 written | 
20 thee Excellent Things ? None of the | 
Things to be known in all the Sciences, 
are comparable to thoſe Things, which 
1 in the Goſpel Revealed unto us. 
The Knowledge of theſe Things, is | tr 
that whereof we read, Prov. XXIV. 4. 
Y knowledge the Chambers [of the Mind] 
will be filled with all precious and pleaſant 
Riches. No Myſteries in the World, fo | g 
worthy of your Study, my Friends, as 
 thaswhich the Angels of Heaven them- 
ſelves count worthy of Theirs: even, De 
Myſtery of CHRIST; That, Great Myſte- L. 
e of Godlineſi, which the Goſpel has or 
drought unto us. Oh ! Labour for a 
growing Acquaintance with it! It is 
| | > 
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* 
edge of ſuch Things, is it ſelf an Ex- 
| cellens Thing. 
1 which the Goſpel irradiates the World, 
| s ſweet, and it is a pleaſant thing for the 
Hes to behold that Sun of Righteouſneſs, be- 


| travelling thro' a Dark piace! Bleſſed be 
| our God, that we have His Ligbe ſhining 
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- The Things that are Excellent. 7 
to be deſired, becauſe indeed the Know- 


Truly, The Liphe with 


fore whom that in the Firmament is 


but a ſpotted Lump of Darkneſs. The 
| profit is as great as the pleaſure ; For tis 
by giving us the knowledge of Salvation, 


that God brings us to it; and the San- 
riſing from on bigh viſiting of us, We that 


Sit in Darkneſs, have our Feet guided into 
the way of * Tis the Light of Hea- 
den, which is wiſhed for our People. 


And, what better wiſh, for a People 


to us in a dark place. God forbid, That 
our People ſhould ſhut their eyes a- 


ple may be all of them, The Children of 
Lipht ; yea, improve in ſuch a Felici- 
ty, till they become even as Angels of 
Light ! It is to be deſired, becauſe wich- 
out ſuch -Knowledge, the Soul cannot be 
giod; the Life cannot but be very Bad: 


— 


Our People will be deſtroyed for the lack of " 


gainſt the Lieb. Oh! That our Pe. 


| to ſee our People without Underſtanding ; 


* 
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norancs of their Saviour. An Ignorance 
that lays the black Chains of Darkneſs on 
the Soul, & plunges it into Outer Dark» 


| knowledpe, if they continue in the Jo! 


' neſs at the laft ; The End of it, is Exd-| 
43 Yes Darkneſs. Moſt certainly, There is | 


no arriving to Peace, by them who have 
the Things of their p:ace hidden from them, 
We cannot bear, Oh! we cannot bear, 


Becauſe, O poor people, if you are ſo, 


He that made you, will not have mercy on \ 
Jou, and He that formed you, will ſhew you || 


0 Favour. 


How gladly, did that Miniſter of 


God Entertain that Character of his 


people: Rom. XV. 14. I am perſwaded of 


ou, My Brethren, that ye are full of Good- 


meſs, filled with all Knowledge, You cant | 


come to Goodneſs without Knowledge. T will 
bea ſign of ſome Goodneſs, & the way to 
more, if Kn-wledge be deſired by you, 25 


*tis deficed by your Paftors or yu. | 


May you, Grow in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour FESUS 


CHRIST ! Get the Knwlcdpe of the 


moſt Excellent Things, Yea, Labour to 
Excel in ſuch K»+w!edze. Aſpire after 
it as an Exceilency, Thildren, Ger Wiſs 


* „ 
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* 
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- The Things that are Excellent. g 7 
um, Get Underſtandirg; Look on it as 
the principal Thing. 


haft no Excellenc) in thee, if thou Dy 


| without Wiſdom. 


But we will now more particularly 


Firſt ; There are ſome very ſhort 
Summaries of the moſt Excellent Things ; 


And of theſe, it were to be deſired, 


That our Children, even in their moſt 
Childhood, might have the R. 
1 AAA 


I will make you a Tender of fome 
ſuch Summaries, and Epitomes, wherein 


you have the Samm of the Matter, and 


our whole Religion curiouſly Epitomi- 

zed. pn 3 
Sometimes there doth occur ſome 

ene Text in the Bible, which may 


upon : The Text which the Sermons 
of the Ancients were generally Preach- 
ed upon. Paſſing from that, I will 
recite enly two ſuch ; one from each 
Teſtament; which the 7.ungef of you 
| = may. 


Remember, thow 


be 
called, 4 Body of Divinity. The Third 
of Gene/is, and the Fifecenth, mas one 
which the Patriarchs for many Ages fed 


— 


1 
* 


| ſpecify, what thoſe Excelleut Things are, 
which we would have you to know. 


. 
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» may eaſily Learn by Heart, and the 
Ol of you may fill find a New 
Entertainment in. ; * 
The One is that; Mic. VI. 8. He Bath 


ſhewed thee, O man, the Good Thing. And 


| what dotb the Lord require of thee, but to do 
Fuſt ice, and to love Mercy, and to ll 


bambly with thy God ? The other is that; 


Joh. III. 16. God /o loved the world, that | 
He gave His only Begotten Son, that - 
A ever belicyeth on Him, ſhoald not periſh but | 1 
be Ev. rla ſtiug Life, EIS Z 
Again; The Creed of the Primi- 
tive Church, the Ap»ſtolical Creed; the 


Creed uſed in or near the Time of the 
Hpofls ; This is 2 noble Collection of 
Articles, to be known by all of you, 


and laid up in the Memories even ef 
your Children. The Original Creed | 
was no more than this ; 


_ I-Beliewe in God the Father, the Almigb- 
Maker of Heaven and Eart b. 
And in Feſus Chriſt His only Sur, cur 
Lad: 
J Believe in the Holy Spisit. 
The Reſurre&ion of the Buy. 
Asad Life Everlaſting. Amen. 


Ia the following Ages, ane! | 
| and 


| 


; 


| and Confound ſeveral Errors, as they 


The Things that are Excellent. 9 A 


| flarted up there were introduced the 
other Articles, which now make up 
the Number Twelve. Now, tho there 
are ſome Fundamenta! Articles of the 
Chriftian Religion, which are not in 
that Creed; and they are not All Fur = 
| damental Articles that are in it; yet 
the Creed is well worthy, that all our 
-people ſhould have the knowledge of 


Ws - 1 | 
| Once more ; The Work may be Cut 


hort in Righteouſneſs, by Three Quefti- 


ons, that may be very briefly anſwer- 


ed; and yet your very Children will 
have the Subftance and Marrow of the 


| Chriſtian Religion, in the Anſwers to 
| them. = 
The Firft Queftion. 


bo made you and all the World? 
The Anſwer. 
Toe Great God made me to Serve Him. 
| The Queftion. 
Who Saves the Children of Men from al} 
| their Miſeries ? 
The Anſwer, 


JESUS CHRIST, who is both God and 
Man, Saves them that Look unto Ki. 4 


— — — -- 


* ſhall be repeated in ſo many Quorati- 


- 
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The Queſtion. 
What will become of you when you Dy? 
The Anſwer. | 

If 1 obey FESUS CHRIST, my Soul wil 

go to the Heavenly Paradiſe ; and 

will afterwards Raiſe me from th 

Dead. If I be Wicked, I ſhall be 4 

among the Devils. 

Iwill make one Eſſay more, to giv: 
you a Synopſi of the Things, of which 
tis to be deſired, that they may all 
well known unto you. They ſhall be 
Exhibited in Seven Articles 3 Ard that 
they may be the better known, the) 


em _ 


2.8. 


— 280 


ons from the Sacred Oracles. 
oo The Firft Artic'es 
There is a GOD, who is Infinite and 


7 
1 
Y 


. 


| S 


Erne woo. bj, 22 


Eternal in all Perfections; The Crea- x 
tor and Governour of all Things; who} « 
is but One God; yet He is in Three! a 
| Subliftences © The Father, the Son, and f 


the Holy Spirit. The Scriptural Terms 
in which this Article may be remem- 
bred are thoſe. Neh. 9. 5, 6. Thy Glori- 
ont Name is Exalted above all Blejjing an 
Praiſe. Thow, even Thou, art Lord alone; 


Thos haſt wade Heaver, with . — 
. N W | 67 
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thereof ; 5 the 2 and all things that are 
therein; And thou preſerveſt chem all. 
With, Mat. XXVIIL 19. The Name of 
the F:cher, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Spirit. 


The Second Article. 

Man by Sinning againſt the Infinite 
and Eternal God, that made him, is fal- 
len into a State of moft lamentable Sin- 
fulneſs and Wretchedneſs. 

The Scriptural Terms in which this 
Article may be Remembred, are thoſe ; 
Rom. V. 12. By one man, Sir Entred into 
the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death 


| has paſſed upon all men, for that all have 


| Sinned. 
The Third Article! 
IESUS CHRIST, the Son of God 


rea · aſſuming into His Perſon, a Man born 
who! of a Virgin, has by a Righteous Life, 
hree} and Bitter Death, and Wondrous Re- 
and] ſurrection from the Grave, and Inter- 


erm. 
1ems 
lor i- 
and 
one; 

25 


heres 


| ceflion for us in Heaven, obtained ax 


Redemption for His People, from 
— Sinful and Wretched Circums | 
ances, 


The Scriptural Terms in which this 
Article may be Remembred, are thoſe; Þ 
B Rom, E 
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Rom. 8. 32, 34. God ſpared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for ns all. Why 
3s He that Condemreth ? It is Chriſt that 
Died; yea, rather that is Riſen again; wh 
is even at the Right Hand of God; whe al 
enaketh Intorceſſion for us. 
The Fourth Article. 4 
All that are by their Believing on the 
only Redeemer, come to an Union 
with Him, are made partakers of His] 
Admirable Benefits; are Enlightened,| t 
Juftified, Sanctiſied, and made Victori- 
ous over all the Enemies of their Hap«| « 
-pineſs ; and have the Miniſtry of the} : 
Holy Angels Employ'd about them, | 
The Scripiural Terms in which you 
may Remember this Article, are thoſe ;} | 
1 Sor. I. 30. Te are in Chriſt Feſus, who 
3s of God made unto us, Wiſdom and Righs| | 
geouſneſi, and Holineſs and Redemption. | 
5 The Fifth Article. 3 
Every true Believer on the only IN F 
viour, muft prove himſelf ſo, by Re- 
.penting of all Sin, and by Practiſing the| 
Duties of Piety and Honeſty, & Cha- 
rity, & all the Good Works of an Ho- 
Iy and Well-ordered Converſation. 
The Sen prural Terms which will help f 
SY 42” 
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rin Mi 


thoſe 3 Tit. II. 12,14. Denying ungodli- 


from all Iniquity, and purify unto Himſelf a 


they chat heartily aſpire after ir, ſhould 


Sutferings of their only Saviour, and” 
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ou to Remember this Article, are 


n:[5 and worldly luſts, 2 ſhould live Sober- 
ly, Righteouſly, and Godlily in this preſent + 
Forld ; Our Sæviour Teſus Chriſt gave 
Himſelf for us, that Ha might Redeem us 


p:culiar people, 2ralous of pood works. | 
The Sixth Article. 3 
For their Aſſiſtence in all Holineſs, # 


by an Hh Baptiſm, have the Covenant 
of God Sead unto them, and theirs; 
and in an Holy Supper Celebrate tha 


Expreſ; & Nouriſh their Hope of what 

He has thereby purchaſed for them. 
The Scriptural Terms Which will help 

the Remembrance of this Article, are 


thotz ; Act. II. 38. R. pent and be Bape 


ti d ever ene of 10u, in the Name of Fe- 


fas Cori, for the Rimiſſion of fins, And 
1 Cor. XI. 26. As oft os je Ext tha Bread, 

and Drink this Cup, 34 ſhew the Lords Death, 

til, He come. 

The Seventh Article. 
There vill 62 engther World, where⸗ 
1 men wil rcap a Good or Evil. Har- 
8955 e veſt 


"= 
LM 


whom God will Judge the World, will 
bring all men before His Judgment. | 


14 . Paſtoral Defires. Or, 
veſt, of what they have done in this 
World. - And our Glorious Jeſus, by 


Seat. and adjudge the Faithful unto E. 
vc rlaſting Bleſſedneſs, the Wicked unto 
2 proportionable miſery. | 

Take this Article alſo in Scriptural 
Terms that it may be Remembred the 
better with you; Joh. V. 28,29. All :bat 
are in their Graves ſhall bear the Voice of 
the Sow of God, and ſhall come forth, they 
that bave done Good unto the Reſurrect ion of 


Life, and they that bave done Evil, unts | 


#he Reſurrection of Damnation. 


Tbs one Thing we bave deſired, and Thbis | 
we will ſeck after; That our People 
may be the Converts of Zion, and by the 


Experience of a Real and Thorovgh ! 


CONVERSION to God, be made the 
Excellent in the Ear: b. A Work of Rege- 
neration on the Soul, is an Excellent 
Work. O Sing unto The Lord, you that 
have the Experience of this Work; For 
herein the Lord has done Eccellent 7 
+ The Scul is it ſelf an Excellent Work; 


Nothing 


_ 


Nothing in the whole Viſible Creation 


in the Soul, is a more Excellent Work than 


There is not one among you all, but 
upon the artival of that Soul to Serious 


| filled and featted with a 
and full of Glory. 


— — 1 
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comparable to it. But a Work of Grace 


the Soul it ſelf. A Regencrate Soul, be- 
coming a Werkmanſhip of God, Created for 
| Good Works, is an Excellent piece of Work- 
manſhip. A R:v:wed Adind is an Ex- 
| eellent Spirit, A Rigbteous man, is one 
more Excellent than other men. 1 
Our Neighbours, Your Conw:r/on to 
God is to be deſired; Bccauſe of the 
| Foz, which we ſhould all be thereupore 
feaſted withal. We are told, Luk. XV. 
| 7, Io. Toere (hall Je Foy in Heaven; There 
i Foy in the preſence of the Angels of Gia, 
over one Sinner that Repenteth, Verily, 


— 


and Vital Piety, all Heaven would be 
To) unſpcakible 
God the Father would 
Rejoyc2 ; I bædꝰ anotber Child born 10 me, 
whom 1 will bring to Inherit all things ; 
To: Bar that was in the way, to fp the 

p Hege of that Mercy to my Creature, which _ 
for ever pleaſes me, is now taben away, God 
the Son would Rejoyce; I baue another 
dubjecs brought into my Kingdam; yoa, an- 
B 2 tber 
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Saal! God the Spirit would Rejoice ; ! 


have another Temple provided for me; 4 


Living and a Curious Habitation, Another 


Object for my Skill to work upon; And the| 
End of my many Motions is at length ob- 
tained. Here upon, the Morning Stars al - 
ſo, they 5 toget ber, and the Sons of 


Gad Shout for Foy: The Angels, theſe are 
Glad; they Sing upon it, Glory to God 
in the Higheſt. We ſhall now ſee His Gad 


Mil towards Men. We bave a New Com- 
?anion for cur Hallelnjaks. Earth too will | 
thare in the Joy: Earth makes its Joy- 


ful Echo's to the Songs and Shouts of 
Heaven. All the Citizens of Zion will 


Re joyce to fee their Number increaſed, | 
God increaſes their Foy, when He in- 
_ ereaſes their Nation. But eſpecially, O 
Convert, Thy own, Thy owa Joy, twill | 


be wonderful! O Redeemed of the Lord; 


with what Singing doſt thou come wnto | 
Jin? What Everlaſting Ty upon thy 


Ja? Thou ſhalt obtain Gldneſs and 
%; Even thy Sorrow and Mourning 
ſh alt bz full of Foy, as well as End in 


fu 


ther Jewel into my Crown ; and I ſee th 
purchaſe of my Blood, the Travail of my 


Soon eggs DB mwwG au =-@o | 


, 


, 


| 


S 


4 


Eu Alf Te A Convert may calt a Foy- | 


| 


? 
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ze ful Eye, upon Every Thing about him, 
Lad dee das but freſh matter of Foy 

i} in all. He may now look upon God, 
4 and Joyfully ſay, This is my Father, my 
Saviour, my 2uickner, and my Everlaſting 
Portion He may Look up to Heaven, 
D-] and Joyfully ſay, I ſha! ſhortly arri ve to 

| all che Heavenly Bl-ſſings therg! He may 
Look down to Hell, and Joyfully ſay, 
This is that from whence God bas delivered 
my Soul! He may Look upon his paſt 
| hideous, horrid Sins, and joy fully ſay, 
Theſe are all Pardoned ! He may Look on 
the Holy Deſires and Efferts of Piety in 

his own Heart, and Joyfully fay, Theſe 
are th: Beginnings of Everlaſting Life ! He 
may Look upon his Croſſes, and Joyfully 
ſay, God hos eneant all theſe un'o my Goo! 
| He may look upon Avgel;, and Joyful- 
„O ly ay, Theſe are my Tender and Watchful 
will | Guardians ! He may Look upon Devils, 
rd; | and Joyfully fay, My Teſus Bas reſcued 


me from the Faus of thoſe roaring Lions ! 


He may look upon all the Promiſes of 


God, and Joyfully ſay, 7 bave a claim to 


all of theſe very great and precious things ; 1 


am an Owner of theſe Unſearchable Riches ! 
00 OJ, Joy beyond all Expteſſion 
„„ 


we 
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We ſpeak of it, the more affectios 
nately, becauſe, O our dear People; 


your Paſtors will come in for a ſingular 


part in it. Every Næw Contęrt that we 
ſee made under our Miniſtry; tis a Foy 
to us; a 7% that carries us comforta- 


bly thro” all our Labours, all our Diff. 
culties, all our Temptations ; a Foy that 


ſufficiently recompenſes all our Studies, 
and all our Travails. A Soul wun to 
God, by our Miniſtry, gives more J, 
than if y Efate or Honour in this 
World were fallen to us. And the 
more becauſe we foreſee the mutual, 
but Eternal Foy, in which it will iſſue 
at the lait It appears to us, a moft 
pithetic gt word, which a Miniſter of 


God or:c2 wrote unto his people; 


1 Theſ. II. 19. Waat is our Hope, or Foy, 
er Lroyn wherein we glory! Are not even 

Je, in the pro (ence of our Lerd Feſus Cbriſt 
at Ki. * Every Convert will be 2 
C vun Unto us, at the Coming of our 
Lord. Wich what Foy will they ſay to 
u5 ; O H be God, for bringing me to 


2 


you, Gd made you the Iuſtrument of bring- 
ing me te this | Via wit Foy, we to 
them: „bat 2 Ay Chiid, Are yu ere ! 


muſt 


| 


: i 
” 
L | 
6 - 
* U 


= 1 *=y 


10s 
le; 
lar 
| Queſtion of Peters Hearers: What nal 
| we de? Hearken to me, and I will ſet 
before you the moſt Excellent Things that 


can be done among 


<td BK; SS." 
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muſt you then jn with me, in the Ever- 
laſ ing Praiſes of God ! O happy Day ! 

But you will now bring to us the 


the Children of 
men. You are to Do Theſe things. 

Firſt. You muſt own your ſelves nei- 
ther Able of your ſelves to Do any tbing 
Hctually in this important matter, nor 
worthy that God ſhould make you Alle; 
yet Cry to Him, yet Beg of Him, yet 
Hope in Him, to Enable you, and Enli- 
ren you. Caſt your ſelyes into the 
Duſt, and Ly at the Foot of Soveraignu 
Grace, and Own ; Lord, I deſerve an Ever- 


. laſting DeſiruGion, if I do not immediately 
| Return unto thee. 


But I am Dead! I am 
Dead I baws the Chains of Eternal Death 
upm me ! I cannot Return unto thee, nor an- 


: wer any of thy Gracious Calls, except thy 


Soveraign Grace Enable me! O Soveraig 
Grace, do thou Enable me 
Proceed now in the Next place; To 


1 


O 
aud Sacrifice, to ſatisfy Infinite J 
muſs 


Behold a Glorious CHRIST, as having 

itered up unto the Great God, a moft 
uft- 
ice 


Cad, my H pe i in 
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ice for the Sins of His People: Behold 


Him as having wrought out a mofi} K. 


compleat Righteouſneſs, by His Exat 
Conformity to the Law of God ; as a 
Surety for His People. Behold the 


I 


dy 
m 
ſh 


Merciful God, willing 
a Reconciliation for the ſake of th 

Sacrifice, and willing to make an Im. 
putation of that Riphtcouſneſs, unto thoſe 
who renounce all other Hepes, & are 
willing to male mention of this, even of 
this only to beſpeak the Mercy of God. 
Plead at this rate; Lord, Let e be relea. 


fed from t9e duni ſment Which is due * 
me fir my Sin 5 becauſe my Sevi ur zi 


undergone for me, what was au? to mt 
and been made my Sacriſce. Z. 
me arrive uno that Bld of the 


Righteous, bicnuſe in my Savicur tho 


haſt ſeen @ moſt perfect Ripiieonſneſr, A1 
thy erp, an 
my Sadiour = 


At the ſame time, in thoT acl place, 
Go on to Reſign your ſelres up un- 


to the Holy Spirit of the Lord. En 
treat Him to make you His On; To 
ferm you for God, that jeu 1:55 ſri fort! 


Lord, Le 


in 


to come intoſ ſu 


th. 


tar 
His praiſe; To Shape vou into an Hy U 


— 


Wis | 


; 


«| be Forgotten. 
En- 
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y Veſſel of Honour, for the uſe of the 
Kingdom of God. Beſeech Him to 
dwell in you. See your ſelves to be a 
meer Chaos of Wretchedneſs, until He 
ſhall move upon you. Make a ſolemn 
ſurrender of your ſelves unto Him. Let 
this be the ſtrain of your ſurrendring 
Reſignation ; Lord, I yield my ſelf up to 
thy prjjeſſimn for ever. Oh! Peſſiſs me; 
Ob, Renew me; Oh, Diſpoſe me to the 
Things that are Holy, and Fuſt, and Good. 


Ake al! Sin bitter and loathſome to me. 
| Caſe me to deſpiſe all the Vanities of this 


| World, Imprint the Image of God upon me, 
Enable me to Glorify God, in all Relations, 


| in all Conditions, in all Employments. Make 
me meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in 


Light, and Oh ! bring me to it. 
Fourthly. Your Converſion to God is 


determined by aur Coming into the 


Covenant of God. It is thus propoſed, 
Jer. L. 5. Come, Let us join our ſelves to the 
Lord, in a perpetual Covenant, that ſhall not 

But now, it would be an 
Excellent Thing for you to take up a 


ö To 
fort! 


1 Hoſeent of God, after the moſt Evarg 


True and Right Notion of this Impor- 
tant Matter; and come into the Cove- 
eli- 
cal 


— 
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cal manner that can be. In one word 
ic muft be done, with Dependency 
on the Bleſſed JESUS, as the 
Head of His People in the Ceveranr. 
will Explain it more clearly to you] ff 
The Converts of Zion have Entered into H 
Covenant with God. And many of the 
have been very Explicit in the doing 
it. Forms for the Management of th 
Solemn Action have been preſcribed 
ſome Servants of God. The Form, hay 
been uſed by Thouſands, with hone 
minds, and have been of great uſe un 
to them. Yet, I verily think, A Glo 
rious CHRIST, as the Head of His Peep 
in the Covenant of G:d, has not alwa 
been duly conſidered in theſe Fur 
And hence, though the perſons that u 
ſed them have been Real Converts, y 
God has often left them unto ſad Fall 
after they have Entred into Cævenantſ B 
It has been to ſhow them, how feed de 
they are, how nothing they are; how. 
diſpleaſed He is, to ſee the leaft Air o 
the Covenant of Works, in our Tranſat 
ons with Him; and to chaſe us awa) 
unto our only Saviour. 
Briefly then, You muft Reme 


mbe 
tha 
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| chat the Great God, has made an Ber? 


— 


nal Covenant with our Saviour; For 


which Cauſe He is called, The God of 


our Lord Feſus Cbriſt. In that Covenant 
of Redemption, the Father Engaged, that 


1 He would Aſſiſt and Accept the perfor« 
7 mances of the Son; and the Son Enga- 


ged that He would, firft, make Atone- 
ment for His People, and anſwer the + 


Demands of the Law for them: Then. 
that He would Convert them, & write 
His Law in their Hearts, & cauſe thenrn 


to Bewail and Forſake all their Sins,, 
and bring them to Know, and Love, 
and Serve his Eternal Father, and 
make them a peculiar people zealous of 
good works, This puts on the Form of 


the Covenant of Grace, at our Coming in- 


to it. So then, O our Children, for 
whom we are Travailing to ſee you 
Born again; This is what you have to 


do. Come to Thts ! 


— 
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wvour for me. 
"cauſe me to Glorify thee with a New Obe. 
dience ; and Enligaten me, and Santtify 
me, and Puriſy me, and Fulfil in me tb 
| <Good pleaſure of. thy Goodneſs, and cauſe me 
10 Know and Do the while Duty of a New 
Creature, and guide me by Counſel, & bri 
ane to Glory ! This, This is the Strain 
the New Covenant: Here is a Converſion 
accompliſhed. - pes 


All theſe are Excellent Things ; Me- 


thinks, You cannot but Approve of ſuch 
Things. But then Ihave all theReaſon 
imaginable to inſift upon one thing more. 

Laftly. You muſt come to an Imme- 
diate Reſolution for Converſion, and a Liſe 
of Religion; An Immediate and Unalre- 
rable. A Keſolutton of this Impor- 


tance, is the very Fir Mtion of 2 Soul} 


Entring the Narrow Way of Life. I wil 


riſe and Go to my Father, and my Savi- 


ſel 


aur; I will no longer do as 1 have done. 
will from this Time Now acquaint my 
with God, that Good may come unto me. 
Real, and Hearty Reſolution to Follow after 
Riphteonſneſs, tis that path- way of Rigbte- 
£uſneſs in which there i; no Death. God 


His Choſen People. 


But J alſo defire, that He mal 


will not ſuffer the Reſo/ution to Dy, in 
Fouls, 


' The Things that are Excelieut. 7 
.- Souls, A Life of Religion, and to be- 
gin it with theſe fir/# E/ayer of it in 2 
Al Repenting Faith ; It muſt be Reſalved ap- 
„n. There can be no Objection againft 
mel 2 Reſolution for Piety. Tis a moſt hor- 
rid and foaming madneſs, to remain 
Trreſolate. It is to make a Queſt ion, he- 
cher the Great GOD be worthy to be 
Own'd and Serv'd as Our God ? It is to 
make a Queſtion, Whether the Only Sa? 
viour have any thing in His Great Salua- 

| tion, that we have occaſion for ? It is to- 
n make a Qileſt ion, Whether there be any-. 1 
Future State? Whether there be any 
Glory and Honour and Immortality, worth. 
a Patient continuance in Well-doing for the: 
Obtaining of it? Whether there be any 
} Danger of a Strange puniſhment for the 
 Warkers of Ini quit)? Certainly, None of 

you all, O our dear People, will ſay. 

„that you are Unreſolved in theſe points. 

You muſt Reſolve then; I baus done . 
niquity, but I will not /o offend any more:; 
if 1 will witbeut any Delay, gy with a mauern - 

| ing Soul to Him that Redeems from all Ini= 1 

quity ! See Pfal, CXIX 59, 60, 
The Reſolution of Conwerſiow and Reli? 
Zion, muſt not be put off. It admits no- 
C 2 Delay... | 


s 8 
— 
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570 NOF every 
Remember NOW thy Creator! and, To 
DAY, if y0u will Hear His Voice! Souls, 


ith Sin; I will Cloſe with Chriſt ; 1 will 
| Falk with God. I will do it from this ve- 
| 27 Day. There may be no Preeraſtina- 
| Zion. To fay, I will do this To Morrow, 
Din Reality to fay, 7 will never do it. 
T beſeech you, will Sin ever be more 


to be Praiſed? Heaven more worthy to be 
Laboured for; or Hel more worthy to be 


emvenient Seaſon, to come unto a Reſolu- 
ion. This, This is the moſt convenient 


Segſam. Lea, tis al you know of. If 
= you Dy before you come into a Tho- 


| (rough Reſolution for Piety, Ah, Periſhing 


another Day; Therefore you muſt 
come to the Reſolution, which your E- 


You can't be allow'd any Demur upon 


one from bis Evil Way ; and, 


Ton muft 76;s Day Reſolve, 7 will part | 


- worthy to be Hated, than it is To D? 
Will Cbr;f ever be more worthy to be | 
Loved? Will God ever be more worthy | 


Trembled at? Oh! Talk not of a gere 


Ones, It bad been Good for you, that you | 
= Bad never been born! You my Dy before 


| ternal Safety turns upon, Tbis very Day!“ 


itz 


Delay. The Voice of Heaven is, Tura] it. 
2 
T 


| crength in it. 
and of an Holy Re{o}utizn for the Lord, 


The Things that are Excellent: 1, 
it. The Good God is waiting to be Gra- 
cious ;. waiting for a Reſolution of thoſe * 


Things in you, to which He would be 


Gracious, If you Refuſe now to conie 


into ſuch a Reſolution, there is Hazard, 


Oh! moſt fearful Hazard! leit the Juff 
God Reſolve : © I will never do any moræ 
for that Obſtinate Soul. It is a Soul, 
that ſhall never enter into my Reſt, but 
be left in Everlaſting Ob/inacy. O Sol- 


licited Soul, May there be fome Awe 


upon thee, left thou incur ſuch a dread- 
ful Sentence from the Throne of the 


| Hiph and the Holy Place. I am afraid, T: 


am afraid ; That ſome of our dear peo- 
ple will Expoſe themſelves to the dread- 
ful Sentence. When I think of this, 
My Saul Trembieth ; Ab, Lord, my - Lips 


quivcy at the Voice; a Feebleneſs enters into * 


my Bones: I deprecate it rehemently. O5: 
Let not our dear people .o Expoſe themſelves ! | 


But then; I am faithfully to mind 
you of this One Thing F The Reſos 


lution ro which, we hope, you are 
now diſpoſed, muft not be made in rr 
ewn Strength ; It it be, there will be 20 
The Adwerſarics of the Lord 


©; O 


- 0 * 4 * * =: 
-, : . V4 : "I 
4 4 
>, 


O Soul, Thy ewn ffrengtb will never pres ſol 
vail againft them. There are many} IL. 
who Reſolve upon Religion, when there E: 
comes a De vout pang upon them: They 
| Reſolve, as being Themſelves able to 
| perform it. For that Cauſe, the Reſolu- 
tion all comes to nothing, when that 
pang is over. Soul, Be ſenſible of thy 
| own Frailty ; Be ſenſible what a Trea- 
= cherous, what a Deceiful Heart thou 
= hbaft ; Be ſenſible, what an Enemy thy 
" carnal Mind is unto all that is right. þ D- 
Remember, There is a clauſe of more 
than ordinary Significancy, that muſt | :4 
be the Ingredient of every Good Reſo- | i 
| jation ; Phil. IV. 13. Tbro CHRIST who | ri 
b- Frengtheneth me. Reſolve, but in theſe 
Terms; O my Saviour, Thou haſt under- 
taken to bring me unto theſe Things, elſe II wee 
ſhall never come unto them ! 8 | an 
-. I know not yet how to break off } fs 
Neceſſity is laid upon me, again to tell f 
you, That for you to continue Unreſol- | Hi 
ved for Converſion and Religion, tis of | frc 
all the Things in the World, the moſt | th: 
Unreaſanable. | th 
Children; The Thing inſiſted on, | fro 
is, That you NOW immediately bs E 
'olvel 


che Saviour, than in the Hands of the 
Deſtroyer ! Unreſolved, Whether it is bet- 


from you to Him 2 Whether the Soul, 


s better being in the Favour of God, 


than under His Anger? Unreſolved, Whe- _ : 


ther it is better to be in the Hands of 


ter to be a Child of God, than a Child of 


the Devil? And Unreſolved, Whether it 
is better to be made partaker of al Spi- 
| ritual Bleſſings in Heavenly Places, or to be 
| baniſhed from the City of God into 
Everlaſting Puniſhment 2? What? Unreſol- 


ved, Whether the GOD who made you, 
and who daily Loads you with His Bene- 


| fits, be worthy of any Homage from you? 


Whether the CHRIST who laid down 
His Life for you, be worthy of 2 Loot 


that ought to be your Darling, be wor- 
thy to be cared for ; or worth Saving 
from the power of the Dog ? That ever 


Satan ſhould fo beſot the Children of 


Men! |} 
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| Men! But as it was faid, 1 King XVII x, 
21. How: long halt ye between two Opinions iſa 
If the Lord be God, F.llow Him ! 1 mill, 
now ſay; Certainly, you are all of Ou 
Opinion. But, Oh, then come to Oneſ g, 
Reſolution. If. God be a Good God, and 1 15 
| Rewarder of them who diligent iy ſeek Hin do. 
Reſolve, O my God, Early will I ſeek tbee 1 
I Sin be a Fooliſh, a Bruitiſh, a Peril. Boy 
lous Thing; Reſolve, I will have no mori 
to do with Idols tha 
This Reſolution would bring ona, 
Excellent Things. Tn 5 


III It is much to be deſired, and 4 
tbe Hart panteth after the water-brooks, e ·¶ Re, 
ven ſo vehemently would we deſire it ; 
That our Bapeiſed Children would make} yo 
2.due Improvement of the Baptiſmal Co- on, 
venant, and that they who actually and} unt 
openly at a more adult Age Lay Hold ma 
on the Covenant of God, would ſuitabhyſ che 
Confider what. they do. 3 wh! 

The Baptiſm of the Lord is an Excel Bat 
lent Priviledge. A Chriſtian, after anjry,; 
Holy manner improving his Baptiſ the 
an Excellent Spectacle. One Baptiſed, but Gre 
nothing the better for being fo, is aw, 
* FHorrible. 


+ 


—U B -— — * 


are 


Ia. LVI. 


| 2] [mal Covenant of God as they ought to 
mido. | | 5 
e Firſt; I am to adviſe you, That all 
il 3optiſed Ones, are viſibly in the Cove« 
ot} ant of God. Children, Don't Forget 
that word; Gal. III. 27. As many of es 
ON os have been Baptiſad into Chriſt, laue put 
n Chris, The Livery of your Lord- Re- 
¶deemer is put upon you; you have been 
aiſ devoted unto the Service of your Lord 
e Redec mer. Now, when you are come 
it unto years of Capacity, it is put] unto 
uk you, whether you will keep your Livery - 
C:-fon, or throw it off? Whether you ſtand 
nd] unto the Choice of a Service which was 
old made for you in your Baptiſm ? Whe- 
bly]ther you now chuſe the Holy. Service, 
{which was then choſen for 'YFou'? Ah, 
cel|Baptiſed Children, If you humour the 
an Fleſh, and follow the World, and obey 
| Blthe Devil; If you don't Glorify the 
but Great God, as your God, and your Porti- 
„Alu, and His Cbriſt as your Head, the Pro- 
ble. | | : 8 pet, 
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bet, and Prieſt, and King of your Souls ., 
f you wallow in Fil:by Wickedne(s ; ve Jet 
rily, there is that crime to be charg'{ = 
upon you; Iſa. XXIV. 5. They have bro. i 
ken the Everlaſting Covenant. Oh! Re. 
turn to God, and Lead ſuch a Life af the 
your Baptiſm has pre-engag'd you to; ©, 
Elſe the Vater of your Baptiſm will buy 3 
be as Oy] to the Flames of that Wrath] ,, 
wherein your Breach of Covenant, will be 
EReyenged by God. Toa are as Ethiopi 
| ans unto me, /aith the Lord; you ſhall b 

more terribly dealt withal, than the 
F  Unbaptiſed Thildren of Ethiopian. God 
will Baptiſe you over again, and horri- 
bly dip you and. drench you, in tha 
burning Lake, from whence the Smok 
of your Torment will aſcend for ever 
and ever. There are theſe Two Thing 
expected of you. 1 : 
The One is, That you Renew you! 
Baptiſmal Covenant. That is to ſay; you 
muſt moft ſincerely Give up your ſelvc 
to God, and have theſe for the wiſhes of 
your Souls. O Great God, Be thou ml 
God. O God the Almighty and Eternal Fi 
ther, Make me one of thy Children. O E 
ternal. Son of God, make me one of hy Su 


ject, 
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Is jets! O Eternal Spirit of God, make me 
Vl one of thy Temples. Oh ! Let me Live un- 
BY God My dear Saviour, Do thou Quick- 
* en me to Live unto Hm. | 
el The other is, That you Remember 

Ul the Bonds of the Covenant, in all your 
01 Converſation. When you are Tempt- 
duf ed unto any IN Thing; this muft be your 
Un Antidote I bade been Baptiſed, and bow 
be ſhall ] pollute my ſelf with ach 4 Wicked 
Pr} neſs, after J have been waſhed in the Name 

b of the Lord When you are preſſed unto 
any Good Thing, this muſt be your In- 
centive ; I Zave been Baptiſed, and ſo 1 
| muſt obſerye all that my Lord Feſus has 
commanded me As long as you Live, & 

under all the Embitterments of your 
Vl Lives, you muft be mindful of this; I 
Dal have been Baftiſed, and the Bleſſeneſs of 4 
Reſurrect ion from the Dead unto a better 
Life, has been aſſured unto me . 
$4 „Such Baptiſed Ones are Excellent 
wy Sights, do Excellent Things, 
But then, Secondly. There are ma: 
Iny of you, who to obtain Bapriſm for 


& your ſelves, or your Houſes, do pub- 


Su lickly Lay Hold on the Covenant of God. 
eck. 


For zou, our Deſire is even full of 47. 
: 1 1 1 8 guiſh, 
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+ guiſh, That your Hearts may be right w 
God, and that you may be Stedfaſt in H 
Covenant. In that ſo many of you ſeen 
to remain careleſs of going any further, 
it is much to be feared, --- You are come 
into the Church Porch, and you are own 
by us as the People f God. The Pro 
Feſſion-you make, and the Teftimony y 
bring, makes it our Duty, to own y 
for ſuch. But now, That you may n 
be Tranſpreſſors of the Covenant; but th 
you may Do Excellent Things, hearken t 
theſe Admonitions. „„ 
Firſt. We muft have you Uunderſtan 
What you do. It is an Awful Thing| 
to Lay Hold on the Covenant of God, int 
Aſſembly of the Saints. To come in 
ſuch a preſence, and there, To give 
pour ſelves unto the Glorious God, and, I 
Declare, that you beartily Repent of al 
= the Sins, which have been the Errors d. 
your Lives, and that you heartz!y Reſalvi 
to conform your Lives unto the Lau 
of your Saviour: Oh! Tis an Awfu 
Thing ! Tis no leſs an Action than that 
Ezek. XVI.8. I Entered into Cowena 


— 2 
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ll well and truly done, will be an Earneſt 
AA unto you, That when the Day of Fudp< 
| ment arrives, you ſhall Stand in the Cone! 
gregat ion of the Righttons : That as v0 
i Fave now Own'd the Son of God in 2 
| Great Congregation, He will then Own 
you in a greater. But, Be not Dec ei ved, 
God will not be Mucked. It muſt not be 
done as 2 meer Furmzality, a meer Cere- 
»my. You never did a more Awfut , 
Ting in all your Lives. I muft throw. 
down among you, a very flaming Thun« 1 
|| derbolt: It is that of the Third Come 
an mandment; The Lord will not hold bim 
| G:iitls, who takes His Name in vain. Re- 
tire, My Child, Retire. Eirſt Examine 
thy ſelf, D/ I Realize? the Principles of m 
Catechiſm ? Really know them, and feel the -. 
power of them? Examine, Do I really \ 
L mourn for, and turn from ever) thing that Þ 
i diſcern to be a Sinful Tii-g ? Examine} Þ 
Do I really place my Happineſs, in my Ace | 
T quzintance with God,my Reſemblance of Him, 
and my Obedience to Him? Examine, De 
| 1 really repair to a CHRIST, as my only . 
Saviour, in all His Offices, and for all His | 
6 Benefits ? Examine, Do I really purpoſe an 
"i % Life, and really 8 chat the Righteous | 


4 
* 
ar p +8 
; * 9 
* 


5 og" © 

= Us, >». 
_— 4 $ * 

; WI. r \ * 


* 


36 Paſtoral Defires. Or, 7 
may ſmite me, when I tranſgreſt the Ruler e. 
of Holineſs ? Oh! You muſt not be de P 
Mitute of ſuch Things as theſe, wheC1m4 
you pretend to Ley Hold on the Co: thy + 
vat of God. life 
Secondiy. Do Secretly what you dd v 
Pablickly. Let there be firſt of all ier 
Iccret, ſuch a Reſignation. of your ſelveſ lt 
unto the Lord, as that; Pſal. CXI'X.9: 
Lord, I am Tbine; Save me ! Set apart 
Time; Set before your ſelves the Cove 
nant of Grace, Deliberate upon every 
Stroke thereof. Deliberately Enquir 
uf your ſelves; Do I come into thi: ? Gin TAC 
not over till you have ſaid upon ever The 
Stroke; Lord, This is the Languoge of u O, 
- Saul! The Miniſter of God will put i x 
 Finto you, Have you Secretly before th 3 
Lord, made jour Efſayes to do that, whici 6 | 
you would now do more Publick'y ? Be abli L. 
10. ay, Tes, I hrpe I have! Be True inf * 
het you ſay. God hears what ye“ 
fay. Oh! Proftrate your felves befor: 4 
the Lord, and with all hearty Affectioiſ y, 
Tay, O Glorious Gad, Be Thou my God, & © 
mate me willing to be thy Servant. ( ; 
Heavenly Father, I Ny to thee as the Funn g. 


1 
ſwe 
D.C 
yot 


| :3ainf Life, the Center wherein I am 16 Ref 
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The Things that are Excellent. 3 ©? 
„r ever. O Shepherd of Souls, Great and 
os ad Shepherd, I commit my ſelf unto tby 
hedConduf. O Spirit of Holineſs, I ait to be 
„ö Holy Habitation. Unto thee, O Lord, I 

lift up my Foul. O5! Let it be the Choice 
ad my Soul, to Glorify thee, and Enjoy bee F 
ul ver. OS: be this my Everlaſting. 
lyel firtfon. 3 
„ Thirdly. Now for your Converſation: 
A On! For 2 Converſatian that ſhall An- 
ul ſver the Covenant of Gcd, and Adorn the 
er} D:&rine of God jour Savicur. If any of 
vine you are Bad Li vers alter this, your Cha- 
zin tacter will be that; Jer. XXXIV. 18. 
en The men that have tranſgreſſed my Covenant. 
JO Lamentable Character 33 
+ 4 Our Covenanted Pecple ; I will free 

þ tell you, what it is, that we are in pain 
zz bout ; what throws us into Confuſion 
abi before the Lord. People come, and 
wo Lay Hold on the Covenant 5; But After- 
you wirds! Ah, Lord, How many, how 
fd many of them, do Afterwards walk itt 
Moll te Vanity of their Mind: 5 Continue 
- al Vain, Frothy, Graceleſs, and Prayerleſs 
' qo Cre?tures ! We hear, Thit ſome of 
„nl dem do not Confcienciouſly and Con- 
Ref ſtantly Pray with their Families! A moſt 
4 D'3 notes 


tze Covenant. Leave off, or you {hall be 
= Led forth, with the Workers of Iniquity. 
Covenant breakers, Turn over a New 


 Pafforal Defires. Or, | 
notorious Violation of the Cevenant 
Some of them, keep no Bridle on their f 
Tomgues ; Will Talk Falſely, Talk Rude. r 
ly, Talk Proſanely. Some of them are be 
Diſhonef in their Dealings; you muft} *; 

de on your Guard, when you deal with 97 
them. Yea, ſome of them are Ba be 

QCompany-keepers ; They are Idle; fed 
They are Gamefters ; They are Tip- ly 
lers; Among my people, ſaith the Lord, ha 
F#bere are found Wicked Ones! O Tranſ- mc 
greſſors, you are they who deal wickedly 
againſt the Holy Covenant. In the Name 
of the Great God, we charge you, we 
charge you, to Leave off theſe parks of | 
tribe Deftrojger ; and ſuch Tranſgreſſions fl 


— 


Leaf; Left the God whoſe Covenant you 
. break, tear jou in pieces, and there be none 
zo deliver you ! In fine, We demand Ex- | Be 
cellens Things, from the Children of the] 80 
In this place I may very ſeaſonablj] an 

| and pertinently introduce an Admoniti- 
en, Wherein, alas, too many of our Bop 
tiſed may be concerned. ; 1 


f — OY 
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The Things that are Excellent. 39, 1 
A very Signal Kepentance, 1 
Atome that have a more Special Occa/zan 
for ic ; This,This is one of thoſe Excelleue 
Things Which are to be deſired, yea, to 
be very cogently demanded among you. 

You are not inſenſible, that the Bap- 


C; 


p- | 
rd, 


if. 
dly 
ne 
ve 


t;/m to the Still waters whereof the Sbex, 
Lerd of your Souls has carried you, is cal- 
led, The Bap'iſm of Repentance. It flrong- 
y obliges unto Repentance, thoſe that. 
have been made partakers of it. 3 
moſt conſpicuous ought to be the Re. 

p:ntance of thoſe, who under & againfft 
the Covenant of God, have abandoned 
themſelves unto any more notozioug 
| Courſes of Gickedners. A moſt 


Explicit and Expreflive TUozk of Re⸗ 


pent ance, upon more notorious Courſes 
of Hicks efs, L am to tell you, This is 


| Beck/i:4ing Ones; and eſpecially Four 
Sorts of Oftendors, Come to that Rez 
pentance which is Deſired for you, 
and infinitely Required of you. 


The Repentance of the Drunkard. 
Let it proceed at this rate. 
— — Pæni- 


But 


one of the Excellent Things, than which o q 
there is nothing to be more deſired, for Wi 
| our Becłſliding Children. O Baptiſed, but 


. —2 


4 Pafforai Defires. Or, 
_ Pznitently think; © How abominaz} 
* bly have I Sinned againſt the Cam- thy 
mand and the Image of the Glorious} He 
© GOD, when my Intoxications have] mc 
turned me into worſe than a Beaſt be-| oy 
* fore Him! To what Wies, to what yo 
Hundi have J expoſed my ſelf, to gra -/ 
* tify a moſt Beaſtly, and abſurd, and} Le 
* ſordid Appetite? How unreaſonably have 
I drowned my Reaſon, and for a ſorry L 
cep of Drink, Sold the Blud of my O 
* F#Saviour, and the Rivers of Pleaſures ar | * Þ 
Sthe Right-hand of God for evermore ! 
pon a due Remorſe for your Wick- | 
*  Rdneſs, I do not propound, that you | * 
mould preſently ruſh upon any Ra] en 
Due, but now Behold what your Sa- Let 
wiour has done for your Pardon, & par- en 
= aicularly, how He Cried out, 7 ;birft, & te 
F  Winegar with Gal was given Him to | * of 
Drink, in this His deadly Safferings. | F 
Oh! Beg of God, That your Sm may] 
de Pardoned, for the fake of the Suffering: 
| Undergone by your Saviour. But add} 
theſe further Sc pplicatioas; Lord, Le 
not the Evil Spirit any more Lead me aws) ; | 
| aud burry me like a Swine down into the 
Deep: Oh ! Let thy Holy Spirit fil * 1 


_— 188 * * 
— — Clint — 3 
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Au me from filling my ſelf with the Drink, 
- that ſhall bring any Sottiſhmeſs upon me ! 
| Hereupon, take up the purpoſes of a2 
ef more Sober Life; hoping in your Savi- 
- cur, that He =" was you to Do what 
you have purpoie | ur 
, The mags of the SWeaArer. 
Let it proceed at this rate. 3 

Pznitently think ; What an Hardy 
t yercb have 1 been, with my Curſed 
Oatbs to proclaim à War with Heaven 
© Becauſe I have not feared the Glorious 
'| © and Fearful Name of GOD, how juftly 
may He make my plagues wonderful * 
© What 2 Aalignity has there been in 
my 1mpicty, to affront the Majefty of 


a- | 'the Great GOD, with a Sin that has 


r- | *neither Profit nor Pleaſure to allure me. Mi 


& to it! I have had a Tongue ſet on Fire 
to * of Hel! Oh! How ſhall Feſcape the 
25. | * Fire of Hell! How worthy am I to be 
ay | * caft into Ererngl Burnings Having felt 


dd} earneſtly and ſpeedily run to the Merci- 
La ful God, for a Pardov. Beg that your 
9 z | Sin may be Pardoned, for the fake k 
Him who had Nerbing Amiſr f es 
& | Hs Mouth, Enreat and Befssen of | 


—— ww —y ww 


gs] a due Remorſe for your Wickedneſs, | 


* 
fa —_ 
ds 
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will Judge. To prevent the Judgment: 
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42 Paftoral Deſfrer. Or, 
Him, that He would now preſerve you, 
from Sinning and Swearing any, more. I. 
Yea, Reſign your Tongues up unto the. f 
Holy Spirit of God, with Petitions. of 15 
this Importance. O moſt Holy One, Reſ-|* 

cue my Tongue from the poſſ+ {ſim of the Evil = 
One ! Do thou take poſſeſſion of my Tongue jp 
and let it be made my Glory, by my Glare 
Hing of thee with it! Oh ! Help me, that ] — 
way take heed. unto my wayes, and that | " 
Sim not with my Tongue any more. Ea 

The Repent ance of Unchaſt Pol⸗ 

Iuttong : This alſo is to be Deſired; 
becauſe Whoremongers and Adulterers God Ti 


of God, let the Sins be thus Repented of. 4 

Pzaitently think ; How braitiſih. V 
+ ©havell debaſed my ſelf! Surely, I have 
© been more Bruiifh than any thing], 
© worthy the Name of, 4 Aan! Oh], 
| *my Shameful Follies The Al-ſcring Ep, , | 
„ God, has been a witneſs to them all: * 
| *© The Body that ſhould have been a Ten- it 
le of God, has been Defiled. It has No 
been an Oven which has had Helliſh Bay 
© Flames filling of it: Unclean Devil 
© have been roaring in what ſhould have nz. 
> been a Sandtuary of God, And how © 


— 
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+ The Things that are Excellent. 43 
Oh n ſo Impure a Creature, hope for a- 
E. © ny part in the Holy City / Hereupon, 
hel ich all poſſible ſelf-abaſement, & ſelf- 
off thorrence, cry to God, for a Pardon; 
eſ- {and Plead, the Chaſtifement of the Holy 
WHHESUS, for your Peace with Him. At the 
Hume time, & with unceafing Aſſiduities, 
7 nake that Prayer, Create in me 4 clean 
II Heart, O my God ! | 
Finally ; If any of you have been 
1. Enſnared in Micked Company, the 
3 . | Repentance to be Deſired for you, is that; 
„Prov. IX. 6. F.rſake the Fooliſh, and Live. 
Think; What a Fol am I, to deliver 
vp my ſelf and all my Interefls, into 
the Hands of the worſt Enemies in the 
World! Are they not a meer clufter # 
ef Rattle. ſua kes, into whoſe months þ 
10 „run, as often as I am carried away 
with ſuch Company ! How madly do L 
jj |  <:froy my (elf, by being a Companion-of 
* rbeſe Fools ! How ſadly am I Deſfroy d, 
x} if I be their Companion for Eternity 
iin Now ask 2 Pardon in the Blood of your 
Vil Saviour. Therewith take your Leave 
of thefe Fools ; and ſay to them, ſome- 
thing equivalent unto that : Palm 
a CXIX. 115. Depart from me, ye Evil- 


4 * 
\ x * 
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| verily, Tis an Excellent Sight. Worthy| 
Approaches to the Table of the Lord, are 


44 Paſtoral Defires. Or, | 
doers, for I will keep the Commandmenti ,, 
of my God, 1 ; 


IV. It is much be deſired ; And how 
Sweet unto our Soul, would be the Deſire 
accompliſhed ! That the TABLE of the 
LORD, may be more Generally, and after 
te moſt worthy manner approach'd unto! 
The Table of the Lord, with His New- 
born Children, like Olive plants about it, 


Excellent Actions; and they have a Ten-; 
dency to make Excellent Chriſtians. At] ; 
the Table of the Lord, we do according to 
His Direction, celebrate a very Great] yp 
Appointment and Sacrament of the News| fp. 
Teftament, There can be nothing more] m; 
Plain and Poſitive, than that Order of q. 
our Saviour unto His Diſciples ; Luk. | 
XXII 19. This do in Remembrance of me. |, 
Repeated by the Apoftles of our Lord, 
after He was Received up into Glory. th 
LI Cor. XI. 24, 25. ] You need no Strotef 3, 
ger proof, that ſome well-known Sedu- yo 
cers in our Days, are Lyars, and the Tru iy 
& not in them, in that they keep not, but Ss: 4 


duce others from keeping that Indiſpr 70 
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table Commandment of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. But, how juſtly does the Holy 
Lord, by permitting the Ri/ing & Hiſſing 


eat | 


2 


uk, | 


lor). 
On; 
du - 
ruth 


Se- 


table 


of ſuch 2 Sect among them, Chaſtiſe His 
people, for neglecting the Ordinance which 
is decried and oppoſed by theſe Gain- 


ers: And, why, Oh! why, do ſo 
many that are far from the Hereſes of 


that Se, yet indulge themſelves in the 
Miſcarriage, which one of their moſt no- 


ted H:reſi:s does lead unto ! 


Our People generally confeſs, That it 
is their Duty, to draw near unto the Lord 
in this Holy, and Famous Inflitution. 
And moſt certainly, if you did it in a 


Worthy manner, you would alſo find it un- 
ſpeakably for your Intereſt. It would 


mightily confirm your Faith, yea,ftreng- 
then your Sight, of the Doctrine of God 
your Saviour. It would Exerciſe the Gra- 
ces of God in your Hearts and the Ex- 


erciſe would be a ſenſible Improvement of 4 


them. It would furniſh you with Reme- 
die: for all the Diftempers in your Minds; 
your Diſtempered Souls would be ſtrange- 
Iy relieved by the noble Medicines here 
diſpenſed unto us. It would Comfort 


„ 


708 under your Temptations, and with 


5. 1 
1 
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46 Paſtoral Defires. Or, | 
Comfortable Seals thereof bring home thi 
Everlaſting Love of God unto you. | 

would admit you to intimate Interviews 
with Heaven, and advance you to Heel « 
wenly Satisfactions and Aſſurances ; bei 
Sweet Emblem of your coming to $i 
with your Saviour in His Heavenly Plan 
Oh! why will you Deny, to your ſelve 
theſe Great Conſolations of God? | 7 
The common Apology made for this 0 

miſſion, is; I am afraid; Iſhall come U 

worthily ; and by doing ſo, I ſhall Eat & Dil 
Judgment unto my ſelf. But verily, Thi 
will imply ſomething that will hardly de 
capable of an Apology, Have you dn; 
all that you can ds, that you may nd 

come Unworthily ? If you have not, thei 
you Stay away Unworthi:;z, Tis a Sin, 
Come Unworthily. But, Sirs, tis alſo a Si 
to Stay aue. Tnmnrthily, Suppoſe y 
had that Me ſſage = infallible Hand 
brought y''*- Ving: in Orae 
for thow {= © =; 10730 5078 t8 Low 


- the World: © © -© dewour the n 
What would :c p nn this cale! 
Doubtleſs you would immediately In 
apart a Portion of Time for it; and Cofef 3 
*feſs and Bewail all your Sins, and fly 9 © * 


2 2 
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4. 2 57 your Saviour for the P-. 
. 4» of them, & earneftly declare, that 
you Look upon every one of them, with | 
Wy all Abborrence of Soul; and give up + 
2 your ſelves unto God, with very ſeri« 
den © ous Reſolutions to Acknowledge Him in 
lf © our wayes : and with unſpeakable 
aa © Agony beg the Spirit of Grace to take 
Vo © Poſſeflion of you. Have you done thus, _ 
Ir you have done this, you may with am 
0 Encouraged Soul, come on unto the Tas - 
Un he of the Lord, Tho? you are not fully | 
'| Sure, of your Sincerity, yet you may, if 
Thi come, — may Do it in Faith ; Inaf « 
much as you have no Evidence remains 
am ing, to Proclame and Pronounce a Pre. 
dominant Hypocriſy : You have now naa 
1 Evident Bar to your doing of your Duty ? 
ind ſo you may and muſt go on with 
our Duty, But if all this be flill Und Mi 
" done, why do you continue in ſfucham ü 
unaccountable Stupidity and Security ?: 
an Why do you leave your Interiour and 
ve Eternal State, at ſuch deſperate Uncertams 
? How can you bear thus to Sleep on 
| the Top of a Maſt in the Mid(t of the Sea 7, 
An Hourly Danger, ſor ought you know, 
e Domnation that Slumbrech not, Your. 
9 E 2 
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48 Paſtoral *Defires. Or, | 7 
Nirſt Work muſt be immediately to Dy m 
what is to be done; by every man, whd* R. 
expects to Dy, & Propounds a Death wich D 
out a Sting; To Lay beld on Evrlaftin 
Life, in the Methods of a Repenting F ie 
immediately. Till This be done, you not 
om y Live in your Sins, but alſo withy* 
Matchleſs Madneſs run the Extreme H 
.zard of Dying in them, 
Sirs, The Embaſſadors of Peace hays 
aufe, for 9 you. What 
© Have we been Labouring ſo ma 
* ars, to bring our People Home unto 
their only Saviour; & have all our pair: 
deen ſo ineffectual, that not Half of om 
MPoeople have to this day come to thoſe] 
= 3* Difpfitions of Piet, upon which they ma 
venture to the Table of the Lordi 
| * Sarely, We bave Labeured in Vain, aui 
© Spent our Strength almoſt for Noug bt ani 
FT is Vain; Or elſe we ſhould fee mort 
of our People, with the Diſpoſitions a 
42 Regenerate Mind, accompanying of 
© ns, at the Holy Table 
If this Conſideration will make little 
Impreſſion upon you, Oh! Look up te 
your only Saviour, and hear His Heart 
breaking Expoſlulations, © What? Haw | 


b - 
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The Things that are Excellent. 4 
* my People ſo little Regard unto the 
nd Remembrance of - their Dying Saviour? 
+1 © Did I, when I was going to lay down 
ind © my Life on their behalf, ask them to 
il keep Alive the Memory of what I have 
no done for them, in a Sacramental Comme- 
11) * moration of it; and will they Forget 
hl 'my Laff Will and Teſtament ? Do L give. 

them a Precious Opportunity of Come 

vl munion With me, wherein One Hour us 
at better than a theuſand elſe- where ; and are. 
ml they {> intangled in the Luſts of this 
ntof World, that they will not make Ready; 
ii} to meet me, where I would Commune 
our] © with them? Oh! Conſider of it. .- 
ofe} But that wliich I ſhould rather pro Mi 
nay} eeed unto, is; To Set before you, the 
rd Preparatien, which you are to make, that 
ni} you may not Come Unworthily unto the 
and] Table of the Lord. Having ſeen your 
ore] ſelves Uaable to do any thing, & Unwor- 
5 0 h/ that God ſhould enable you, Life up 
gd a Cy to Scveræign Grace, that you may be 
| enabled. O 7 hou 7. rom whom i the Prepa- 
ittle} ratiam of the Heart in man, Grant, Grant 
p ta #729 me, the Prep tration of thy Sanctuary 2 
art And no-; cs of 
| Firſt ; You are to Set before you, the 
E 2 Caeue-,. 


m 
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fo Paſtoral Defires. Or, | 
Covenant of Grace, in all the Propoſals of 
it; and Expreſs and Renew the Com. 
— of your Souls, with all that is 
ropoſed. Ms g 
The Demand of the Great GOD, is; 
Pole Sinner, Shall I be thy God, and thy 
Portion © Wilt thou take me for thy Father, | 
thy Saviour, thy Leader? Shatt it be thy chief 
* 'Bleſſedneſs, to Enjoy me, and to be Employ 
' for me ? Art thou Willing and Reſolved, 
for ever to depend on my Feſus for every © 
= Good Thing, and folow His Conduct unto the |} U 
=  'Bleſſedneſs He bas Purchaſed and Prepared for 
= His People ? Now let the . . ot 
= your very Souls within you, be; Lord, | 
Zam Wiling ; Thou baſt made me Willing! 
This tis to come into the Cevenant of | 
God. Having Truly done this, you may | © 
= Safely come, & Seal the Covenant; Come, 
and Ratify your 4d and Deed. This is | 
your Buſineſs at the Table of the Lord. 
Tour coming thither, muſt be on this ve» | 
ry Account; it is for this that you ate 
call'd unto it. 3 
Secondly. You muft behold a Saecrif- 
 ced Savior; the Lamb of God | and make] 
= afreſh Application to the Sacrifice of your | 
| Saviour, Affect your ſelves with the 
| | viev 


_— 


The Things that are Excellent. FE 
view of your Sins, and of the Plagues to 


which you are Expoſed by your Sins 5 | 


and then, the Proviſion which God has 
made, in the Sacrifice of your Savioar, 
that your Sins may be all Forgiven you. 
Own, you Need ſuch a Sacrifice, and Re- 
nounce all Hopes, but in That alone 
and Admire the Favour of God, that has 
provided ſuch a Sacrifice for you, and als | 
low'd you to Plead it as your Attone- 
ment. Humbly Remonſtrate; O H 
Cod, Thy Cbriſt bas been made a Sacrifice far, 


my Sin. Infinitely do I want ſuch a Sacri- 


preſent that moſt valuable Sacrifice beforetbee, 


E — — 


When you have Truly 


conciled unto me. 


done this, you may Safeh come, and put MW 
in your Claim for a Part in the Great © Ml 


| Sacrifice, This is done by coming to the 
Table of the Lord. It is to be the Intent 


and Language of your coming thither ! 


Thirdly. Tho' you may be diſcoura- 
ged by the Defe#s which may ftill attend 


| muſt feel the working of Holy P. ſires in 
your Souls, to have that work effectually 


carried on- — of Grace, lies in a 


3 Prin- 


fice: 1 deſpair of all Help from any ot ber. I _ 
and beſccch thee for the ſale thereof ro be Re- WM 


| the Work of Grace in your Souls, yet you | | 


„„ Paſtoral Pefires. Or; 


Principle, inclining the Soul, to Fear 


©God, and Prize Chriſt, and Hate all} 
Sin, and Sleight this World, and Bo i 


all the Good we can to all about us, 
| © and Look and Long for the Felicities 
© of the Heavenly World. You muſt be 
heartily deſirous, as to have a Real Expe- 


Fierce of this Werk, fo to have it carried 


on unto Perfection. The Table of the 
Lord has been Spread, for the nouriſh- 
ment of this Glorious Fork. The Perſon 


. # who is heartily Defirous,to have this Work 
nouriſhed in him, will be welcome to 
= the Holy Table. The Good Things here, | 


are for that Hungry and Thir{y Soul. Ah 
Soul, above all things deſirous to have 


= the Image of God and His Chriſt brought | 
= unto Peryection in thee ; Soul deſirous to | 
de cleanfed from al Filtbineß of Fleſh and | 
= Spirit, and brought unto Perfection of Ho- 


lines ; The Great King will fay, Wel- 


_ core to my Holy Table; I have put a Wed- 
= ding Garment on that Soul. The ſenſe it bar 


ment for it. | 
In theſe things, there lies that which 


| we call, An Habitual Preparation for the 
dle of the Lord. There is an Mo 7 
| we | a rep: | 


* o 
I. 
* « 


of its own Rags does beſpeał a Wedding Gare 
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preparation allo to be Endeavoured. And in 


order to this, A Time is to be ſet apart for 


it, a little before your coming. You muft 
not begrutch Time for ſuch a weighty. 
2nd awful affair. Shake off your Secular 
Encumbrances, and command fo much 


Time, as is requiſite for the bringing of 


our Souls, into an Heavenly Temper. 


Now, In your Aﬀual Preparation, One- 
thing is to be this; You muſt actually 
go over again the Points of your Habitu- 


Three Things over again; by which yeu 
u ill make i: ſure, That you have Really 
deve them. No Proof like This ; Von 


| beſt prove that you bave done the Things 
| that accompany Sal vation, by Doing of them. 


But then, another thing of great con- 
{quence to be now attended, is, A Self- 
| Examination. So tis required, x Cor. XI. 
28. Let a man Examine himſelf, and ſo le 
lim Eat of that Bread, and Drink- of that 

Cup. In the management of your Self- 


Examination, firſt implore the Help of 
God ; Lord, Search me, Try me; ſee, and 
cauſe me to ſee, if there be any way of Wicked 
neſs in me, and let not a Decti ved Heart cauſe 
me 19 Periſh ith @ Ly in my Right Hand. 
Theg 


ol Pe paratzon. AA ually Do each of thoſe | 


| © been the inexpreflible Trouble of my{* y- 
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ton Things? Yea, is it a Pleaſure alſo|: 


Hearts put you off, without a Satisfacto- . 1b 
| ry Anſwer to it. 


that unto me, which He is unto all che}, 
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Then take the Marks by which the C 8 
_ werts of Zion are to be diſtinguiſhed; an 5 
Examine your ſelves, how far thoſe Aan. Jy 


are to be found upon you. Put the, 
Lueftion to your ſelves, and let not your. 


c 

Enquire ; * Is a Glorions CHRISTA, 
* moft acceptable to me in all His Of. . fe 
*ces ; and with all His Kindneſſes ; and 3 
© would I fain have Him to be Al nr 
* Hleirs of Salvation 2 Do lrely on Him, ſc 
© as my Sacrifice and my Advocate, before ſe pl 
b the Righteous God 3 and alſo my Lea. IP 
der in the Pathes of Righteouſneſs? Do , 
* I fee Him out-ſhining all Creatures in in 
© all their Beauties ; and is it the Grand] in 
© with of my Soul, to be Conformed unto} « 4 
Him? Does it unſpeakably Pleaſe met. 
© to Reſemble and Imitate Him, in all Ver- a 


eunto me, to ſee my ſelf in Suffering. 
made like unto Him? *of 
Enquire ; © DoI Look upon Sin, as the t. 


© Worſt of Evils ? Has the contempt which] v 


© my Sin has offered unto the Great GOD, } i; 


— N 
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* 
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Soul? Dol abhor every thing, that I 
= to be a Sin? Aml Afraid of In- 
edulging ſo much as 2 Sinful Thought in. 
my Mind? Have I chofen Affifion. 
rather than sin; when E muft undergo. 
that, for the Avoiding of Sia? And can 
j rejoyce in that Afiction, which I find 
Mortiſies my Sia, and prevents and pre- 
ſerves me from falling into Sin ? 


Enquire ; Does the Infinite GOD, | 


(appear in every Thing Deſireable to 
'me ; in every thing, worthy to be Lo- 
ved, worthy to be Praifed 2 Have I. 
Placed my chief H ppineſs,in an N N 
"ance, and Fellowfhip with ſuch a God ;. 


and in having His Favor ; and in be- 


ing uſed in Service for Him, and in be- 
ing brought where He ſhall be Al in 
*All unto me? Is my D.ligbe in thoſe 
things that bring me near unto Him; 
And is it my Study to advance His 
Kingdom in the World? 

Enquire ; Dol deſire the Profperity 
of my Neighiour ? Am I glad when 


things go wel with them; Grizv'd 
v hen they go i? Is it my Endeavour 
"to Do Good, and not Hurt unto them; 

-Yea, to Do Gocd unto them, who have 
| | done 
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done Hurt unto me? And wherever hi 
ſee in any of them the Piety, which ii aou 
timates their being Related and Unin not 
* unto my Saviour, does this very ſenſibly x5 «i 
Endear them to me? Do I Le them to t 
*as my Brethren ; the Children of my Fel Co: 
5 ther > | | £099! 

Enquire ; Have I Renounced the 44 

© Idols, by following of which the Un 8 
* godly are led into Perdition? Do I Sel, 
Deny my Fleſh every Thing, that God anc 
© has Forbid! Am I unwilling to Ofendſ thi: 
© God, that I may Get any Thing, or Pleaſeſ to 
Tany Man, in this World ? Is it my] but 
© courſe to reſiſt the Temptations of dat, Se; 
© and reje& them with Deteſtation ? |: 
Theſe are the Things, after which Th 
our Self- Examination is to be Inquiſitive. tt 
t I make ſome Remarks upon the Per- (ay 
formance of this Exerciſe. eV 
Firſt. Tho' you do not, upon your 
Self. Examination, get beyond all Doubt an 
and Fears, whether you kave theſeſ R- 
Things Really in you, yet you muſt notſ co 
be by theſe Doubrs and Fears hiugcredÞg 
from going on, and coming to the TavitfEr 
| of the Lord. If you have any pre pong A. 
= derating Hopes that you bave their 

” 1 Thing 


- 
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Things, or cannot fairly and juitly Pre- 
1 nounce the Sentence, that you have them 
lot; You may & ſhould come. Come, 
bil zs che Poor Woman, that came Tr:mbling, 
ml to touch the Garment of our Saviour. 
tal Come and ſay, Lord, At thy Bidding 1 

come. I durſt not t orbear, what thou baſt . 
thel hidden me to do. = 
Inj Secondly. While you are in your 
o I} Self Ex zmination, to Silence your Doubts 
zodÞ and F-ars, whether you have done theſe 
af things or no, the beft way is, not only 
ſel to i whether you have done ſuch things, 
my] but now to Do them. It is now a Sweet 
Seaſon to O all that belongs tothe New 
{Covenant ; To Dy it, over & over again; 
ich The Ding of it, will render the Being of 
Ve} it Unqueſtionable, Upon every Stic ke, 
ee} fay, L:rd, Now 7 do this, if I never did it 

before! 

our: Thirdly. It is not only to be now Ex- 
af amined ; I bet her gos have the Graces of 
jeſe R-generate Cbriſtian? But ic muſt alſo 
notqcome into your Examination, What there 
els yet Want ing in your Graces ? You ſhould 
abiſ Enquire, In what you are ffill Defe&iwe 2? 
* And from thence Prepare ſome Errand, - 
be end ſome Requef, Which you will carry 
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unto the Table of the Lord; in ordne 
to the Relief of thoſe Defe#s, which.a Ie 

ſtill found upon you. Sirs, The Chu \ 
is an Hoþijral ; Tis to ſomething like M mu 
Pool of Berbeſda that you are now apf,r 
proaching. Find out the Maladie: fel 
which you are to make your Complai yot 
in Expectation of here finding ſom he 
Relief. clea 
Laſtly. You cannot be inſenſible, 1 
this your Self- Examination, muſt be af} an; 
companied with all other Devorions, tha Yo 
may be ſuitable for a Soul Preparing af jec 
meet the Lord; with Contrition for Sin : ;,/ 
and Confeſſion of it; with New R-ſolution He 
of a Better Life; with the Svpplicatin f 
of, One Striving to Enter into the Straif Th 
Gate; And with Reading the Word aff con 
God, and Books which may bring thi Re; 
Coals from the Altar to your Souls, has 

Having paſſed thro' this Preparatin are 
I will now fet before you, The Worthy 4; | 
Manner of coming unto the Table of thi 


= Lord. It ſhall be briefly recommendedJto | 


in only Two Inſtructions; We wil e 
up m you none other Burden. 7 bru; 
Firſt. You muft behold the Sacrameſuas 


+—” ow 


- © 


The Things that are Excellent. 5% 7 
rind affect your Hearts with ſuitable and WM 
af Heart-melting Meditations upon them. 

When you ſee the Bread, your Thoughts 
*t&muſt be on that Body which God Prepared 

Lor your Saviour, cherein to make Him- 
3 ſelf a Sacrifice and an Off:ving When 
am you ſee the Mine, your Thoughts muff 
Mg he on that Blood of the Son of God, which. 
deanſes from all Siu. 3 . 

When the Bread is Taken by the Paſtor; 
ac} and ſo anon, when the Wine is Taken 3 
tha Your Thoughts muft be on that Sub- 
g tf jet ; I ee, I fee, how the Son of God bas 
Wu; tal en cur Nature; How the Word was made 5 
tim Fleſh ! _ 
io When the Bread is Bleſſed ; Your - 
rat Thoughts are to be: Thus was my Feſus } 

d 0 Conſecrated, and ſet apart for the Work of A | 
chu Redeemer. And anon, when the Wine 
bas Thanks given upon it; Your Thoughts 
ing are to be: OH what Thanks,what Thanks, 
mo % 1 owe for my Feſus ! es 
"if When the Bread is Broken Lou are 
led to think: Oh ! what Griefs was my Feſus 
broken withal ; when it pleaſed the i erd to 
bruiſe Him, and put Him to Griefs ! And He 
nern bruiſed for our Iniquitics ! And anon, 
Nen you ſee the Wine has been poured 
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50 Paſtoral Deſfres. Or, 
into the Cup; You are to think: O88? 
how was the Blood of my Teſus prured ous A 
when His Scul was made a Treſpaſs off rin! po 
: When the Bread is Given And fo af 

non, when the Mine is Given Tou are 

to thirk - O my God, wilt thou give thy 
Foſs to me! Tea, God bath fo Loved the 
World ! OY 

When you Receive, the one firſt, an 
- anon the other; it ſhould be with ſuch 

, Thoughts as theſe O my dear JESU 

T rective thee, I receive thee ; No longer wil 

I deny thee an Entrance into my Soul; at 

—_ ib: Dor whereof then art now Knocking ; 0 

e Lord, and my God. e 2 

76 When you E:: the Bread, you are to 
Think, and Wiſh ; Ob ! Let ine be Uvitei 
unto mp Feſus, and Strengthered by Him, 
When you Drink the Vine, You are to 


Think, and Wiſh ; 06 : Let the Blood oft, 1 
my Feſus be applied unto me, as Purchoſinj E 
Life Eternal for me. O Let the Spirit i p 
iy Feſus Enter me, and Poſſ:ſs me, au |, 
Quicken me for ever-more. y 

A Soul thus Engaged, is at a Feaf if T 
Fat Things full of Marrow, of Wines on tu . 
Tees well refined. A 


Secondly. You may find Intervenia 


WY — 


pact 
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3 The Things that are Excellent. G 
& Spaces, while you are about this Work of * 
SF is Lord, for to proſe cute many Special 
Ness of Godlineſs, which would here 
have their maſt Effectual Proſecution. 
There are Intervening Pauſes, whereof 
tis pitty a moment ſhould be loſt. Now,- 
it were all Wiſdom and Prudence in n, 
before your coming hither, to Shapg. 
ſome Holy Deſgus, which you will com 
upon. Beſides what the Sermons Pres- 
ched on theſe Occaſions may Lead you 
to think upon; you may aforehand i 
ponder, What remarkable Deficiency in m 
Chriſtianity ſhould 1 new ſeek to have re 
paired ? Or, Waat is the Diftemper in my © 
Saul, that I ui now go to the Lord my 
Healer, for the Healing of. | Or, What ic 
the Temptation, with which I am now moſs | 
in Danger to find the Tempter too hard for. 
me? At the Table of the Lord, Look M 
upon yours aviour, as firſt Purchaſing that 
Favour of God, which you are now 
| purſuing of. Declare that you Rcceive. 
"y waar is before you, as a Token, that 
you Reh upon Ilim for that Favour. 
Then Look upon your Saviour as on 
t:e Throne at the Right Hand of God, 
| Able and Willing from thence to dif- 
E. 2 - - pol 
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| Chu-ch-menbers are called, Saints, in the 
you are 
unminde | 
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penſe it unto you. So go on expref 
ling the Reliance of your Soul updh 


Him, for that Fawour, in all the parts off 
'. It ; Say, All that you would have; 
until you can conclude, Lord, All my 


F* Def, e 1 before thee; and my Groaning « 
dot bid from thee. 
{ Here I inſiſt no longer. I only 
q Tay 3 Thefe are Excellent Things ; Oh, 
That we may ſee more of them 


© | 
FV. It is to be Deſired, and you can- 
Mot wonder, if there be very much 


[Ardour in our Deſire of it; That all | 
Charch- members may be and may do, | 
nothing but what is Excellent; nothing 


Hut what may become the Church and 
Honſe of God for ever. 
Church-mcmbers may be the True Citi 


ens of Zion Such are Excellent ones; | 


The Sons of Zion, and the Daughters 


thereof; Precious Ones, and Comparable 


10 Fine G-l/, O let them not, by vi'e 
Hum urs and Follies,render themſelves / 


as Er ben Pitchers ; worſe than the vi- 


leſt Vr of the Hands of the Potter? 


vacred Epiſtles « them. Sirs, 


Oh! That our 
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de Things that are Excellent. 63 * 
of unmindful of your Holy Calling, if yorr+ ; 
d not every thing as 3 Saints 
ik you be not Holy in all manner of Con- 
» verſation. Cburch- members, Lou are made 
| Pirtakers of an Heavenly Calling. Oh!?! 
That you may all be perfons of an Heae |, * 
venly Complexion ! Oh! That you may 
ly | Walk as men bound for Heaven, and 
» | Live as in Heaven upon Earth! We read 
of Church-members, Phil. II. 15. Blameleſs * 
and Harmleſs, the Sons of God, witbunt Re- 4 
n- | buke, in the mi lſ of a crooked and perverſe” i 
ch | Nation, ſhining as Lights in the (World, We 
all | read of Church-members, 1 Pet. II. 9. 4 

Choſen Generation, a Royal Priefthood, . ane + 
ng Holy Nation, a Peculiar People. Yea, we 
nd | ££2d of Cbarch- members, ariſing to that 
bur] Excellent Glory; 2 Cor. VIII. 23. F ear 
in- Brethren be Enqulrei of, They are the Glory 
5; | f Cbriſt. It is a Glory unto our Savi- 
er; our, to have ſuch an Excellent People in 
4, | the World. Cburch- members, This, This 4 
i'e | is what you mult all be ambitious of. 
ves | You cannot be Excuſed, if this be not 
vi- | your Ambition, & in ſome Degree your 
i! Attainment allo. There are eſpecially 

Three Excellene Things, which I am to 
are | urge upon you. | 


'F'3 | Firſt. 


" $4 Paſtoral Pefires. Or, | 
Firft. Oh! That! Oh! That! Oh 
That a Fruitful Chriſtian may be no 
7ity among you! When it had beef 
F Wiſhed, That ye may approve the Thing 
FB bat are Excellent, the wiſh goes on, 
F Ing filled with the Fruits of Rig bteouſneſi 
; Ewbich are by Feſus Chriſt, unto the Gin 
LE and Praiſe of God. A Fruitful Chriſtia 
an Excellent Thing ; Yea, he is One 
9 1 Tull of Excellent Things 3 richly Laden 
= with them. 
= The Queftion is now put; What i 
& a Fruſftful Chriſtian : Twere ve 
xy deſirable, that inftead of taking the 
pains to draw ſuch an one, I might be 
= able to refer you unto ſuch and ſuch 
As you may know in the Neighbor 
5 Hood, and ſay, Look upon ſuch a perſon ; 
lind bow that perſen Lives; Theres 4 
= "Pruitful Cbriſtian for you. But I muſt be] 
At the pains of giving you the Deſcrip · 
tion and the Pourtraiture of ſuch an 
One, in hopes, that at length many itþ 
the Neighbourhood will anſwer it. A 
Fruitful Chriſttan is One thu 
Walks in the Fear of God; He makes uf 
His Chief End, to Enjoy God, & Obe 
Him, and Honong Him; His Chief C 
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Lives by the Faith of the Son of God: He 
4 has a Daily Recourſe to the Blood of 
t be] JESUS, that being Fuſftifjzed by Faith in 
ripe! tbat, be may bæve Peace with God. He Prayes ? 
an} unto God, but ftill with an Eye unto : 
| His JESUS as appearing in the Moſt Holy © 
Place, an Interceſſor for him. He Looks © 
ento JESUS, as the Pattern of his Con- 7 
verſation, Striving: to follow the Ste 1 
His Exemple, and Walk even as He Walked. \ 

Yinen he meets with Sufferings of any 
Sort, 


and Reſemblance of the AfIi&;ons of Chril 
therein; he is exceedingly reconciled 
unto them. And of his JESUS, he cat 
ſay, The Meditation of Him is, Oh ! hay 


F ſweet unto me! A Fruittful Christi 
| 1 an is One who ſecs an High — upon 


his Time; One who is very lothe to Loſe 
his Time in Impertinencies; One who 
is very Sorry for it, aſham'd of it, if he 


= have Spent any Time ſo that he can give. 


but a mean Account of ic. A Fruit: 
ful Chriſtian. is One who with Di. 
ligence and with Diſcretion Pulls toge. 
ther at both the Ozrs of his Ts Calling: 
his General and his Perſonal. Hs attends 


the Weekly, and the Daily Exerciſes of God. 


lineſs, in the recurring Seaſons thereof; 
He will not by the hurries of the 
World, be hindred from a Conſcientions 
and a Sufficient Attendence on thoſe 
Bxerciſes. But then he Induſtriouſly Pro · 
ſecutes the affairs of is Temporal Occup 


| tion- And that which gives amott En- 
nobling Strain to his Induttry is, 4» Ey 
to God in all that be does, He thinks, I am] 
| mow about the Work, that God bas aſigu d 
ente me. I am now Engaged where yy 

” | | eemer 


F 66 - Paſtoral Defires. Or, PF 


Sort, which carry in them any Signatgd | 
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er would bave me to glorify bim. This 
ies him chearfully along ! A Früit⸗ 
ul Chriſtian is One who Studies to 
carry it well in all the Relations wherein 
"God has Placed him. His Great Study , * 
Ii to be a Blefling to all his Relatives ; - 
don nd in all the Socieries that he belongs 
Iunto. Hence allo, He is One that Loves 
hof, Do Good He often Ponders, What ⁵ 
he Good may I do? And an Opportunity todo Þ 
VeFGod, ſer before him, is Exceeding Ac- 

tt cep:able to him; he accepts it with 

Di- Gladneſs, wich Rapture; he readily,and 

ge- thankfully laies hold on the Offer of it. 
„The Pr./þ:rity of other People, is very 

ds | pleaſing to him; he makes it bis Own, 
d-Fby taking ſuch Pleaſure in it; much 

ft; more, if he may be. Inſtrumental to it. 

the | This, This is the Fruitful Chriftian! Oh! 

Ws | That ſuch an Excelicat Thing, were more 

le * uſual among us. 

0 Secondly. Church- Members, we are 

9. obliged very much to one another. You 

A muſt be Mindful of your Obligations unto 

| your Pafors, and unto your Bretbren. 
Don't make Light of the OZlipations, 

+l which naturally reſult, ſrom your having 

de. 4/ociared in an Agreement, L which is 

ws | = | your 


434 


| - It isto be hoped, That you will hard 
| Paſtors, who will eſteem the Flock, as | 


* Se 


F 68 Paſtoral Deſires. Ot, 
your Church-Covenant ! ] that yl. 
will Together Set forward the Worſhi4 
God, and your Mut ual Elification. AER 


Treaſure, committed by the Great $h, all 
| pherd and Biſhop of Souls unto them; an 


count nothing too much to be done fol? 


3 but Overcome Evil with Goed, Paſtnrf® 


a Flock which that Glorious Lord ha 0“ 
counted fo dear as to ſhed His Blood for Li 
it. Puflors, who becauſe they Live thei de 
44 fer, will alſo Love the Flack which H be 
has charged them withal ; Love them, © 
Feed them; and will be Cmftrained by? 
Love, to do all the Good Offices imagi. 5 
nable for them, and not be diſcouraged? 
by any Unkindn:{/cs or In juſt ices of theirs; 


who will be Unwearied in their Lavbours 
for the Good of Souls; often weary in 
their Labours, never weary f them 
who will Watch, and Watchfally take al 
Occaſims, to inculcate and inſinuate bot! — 
Publickly and Privately the moſt Suit all 
Things unto you ; who will keep contly | 
nually, Day and Night, Crying to Go D 
for you, and Weeping to Him in Secr 
Places, that you may be His iling Pet. 


— 
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u beanties of Holineſs ; who will feel i 


" Was the moſt Maunding thing that can be un- 
a0 themſelves, to ſee any of you Wrongings, 
« Jour un Secu who have a Tender ſenſe “ 
op Jall your Temptations,& be Afilitted in al your \ 4 
ict ions, and be always Endeavouring 
eo make the Heart of the Widow and the 
ba Orpban Sing for Joy ; ahwayes Deviſing 
10 Liberal Things ; who, in fine, will never 
heul de better pleas d, than when you inform 
chem, how they may do any Good for you. * 
uod give you ſuch Pafors after He 
ub wn Heart, certainly you Owe ſomethi 
. to them. Iwill not quote, the Twelfth 34 
ved and Thirteenth Verſes, in the Fifth Chap= | 
Lal 12 of the Firſt Epiſtle to the Tbeſſalani- 
ene, to tell you, what you Owe, I may MW 
Venture to Refer it unto the Conſcience, ® 
of all Reaſonable People. Conſcience, Do 
m thou declare, whether the People ſhould 
not value them, and Pray for them, & 
aal cleave to them, and render their condi- 
al non comfortable, & ſtand up for them 
Inti gainft their Adverſaries- Conſcience 
Zoll cannot but concede and give in ſuch a 
2 Declaration. | 
pen But, O Church- members, Are you mind- 
49! of what you Owe 10 one @notber ? 


20 - Paſteral Pefires. Or, 
- "I which you belong ; Often think 


= 
4 


but keep together in one Bundle of Life} by 


* ther coarſely, harſhly, rudely; wich 


* * = * 
Sd. Lo 


I am to put you in mind of it. Yſ#- 
muſt purſue the Welfare of the C. 
at ſhall I do that the Church" may far” 
the better for me? You muſt not 2 th 
break from one another for every lit bas 
tle Fancy, and forſake the Aſc mbling of FY 
Jour ſelves togetber, as the manner of ſome i 


You muſt kindly diſpenſe tender Coun | 


fil. and Comforts & Warnings to one anos hi 


ther, as you ſee they may be wanted eo 
You muft Enquire after the Neceflicies Ich 
and Difficulties, which may call you to » 

Relieve one another. You are 5 
thren ; you muſt not wrong one another, 
Every Trifle muſt not make a QuarrelÞg. 
When any ſymptome of a e 
Tendency does ariſe, you are to takeFpp 
the moſt Brorberly wajes for the accom- 
modation cf ic. O Treat not one andy. , 


ſuch provoking Tre/ps//es, that the Stan-Iha 
ders- by ſhall cry, Shame ; and cry outut 
Theſe are your Church- members! Lou mulls, 
be Kindly affetioned one to another. TIPiet 
Behold, How Exceliey p 
members to dwelt together 
| Kin Lon There 
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. The Things that are Excellent. M” : 
a There is one thing more. When 42 
rl. Bother has givetr you any Ot 
on which you think an Ecclefi:ftical Frag 
a teeding to be neceſſaty, keep cloſe t“ f 
ihn che Rule in the Egbreenth Chapter of | 1 
li- artbew. Firſt make your Perſonal 4 
Mee co the Offender. And if he ba 
II not gain'd unto what he ought to e 
iſt to, then take one or two with you, on tha, 
us} Charitable Intention of Recovering! 
no- bim. If he be not yet Recovergd, them 
ed come to the Elders of the Church, that fo 
les, the Church may be Regularly told of 
to ſjt. The practice of ſome, who with« 
Bre- from the Communion of 4 
be. Church, becauſe they ſee a perfomi * 
There, whom they are lothe to fit dow 
1 wichal, and in Effect Ex communicate 4 
take czurch, becauſe their perſonal prejudi ! 
moſtes are not preſently gratified, is a M 
aich orderly practice. Publick and rann 
nend indeed, require not the Step 
au fkat are to be taken in Perſonal Offenctes, 
4 Hut it is an Excellent Thing to ſee Chur 
"Ty hes maintain the Primitive Diſciplines | 
* th a ſect mixture of Purity & Chrise Þ 
* }; and the Bresbren in the Churched 4 
de of making ee, by wee, 
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77 Piaſteral Defres, Or, 
* 7 and Sinful Content ions, and Cauſeleſs 7 ( 

Haſty Separations. © '-.. 
= -— Thirdly. You are Nejgbbours 31 pray, 
Be Good Neighbour: : Religionſh maintain 


Al che points of Good Neighbeurbood : Be 
4 | Aware, how deep it Strikes into Relig;. 
, (and how much more than many 
ee aware!) to do ſo. We are told; 
= Prov. XII. 26. The Righteous is more Ex- 
_ celent than bis Neighbour. He ſhould be! 
= Sxcelent As a Neigbbour. T'were truly} ; 
2 Excellent Thing ! Have the Wiſdom, co] 
Lock, not with a Cleudh, but a Sermef 
= [Face on all your Neighbours. Be very] V 
= Conurteous One to another; Take De-] th 
light in doing of Ccurte/izs for One a} »; 
another. . Lend, Give, Help; Aﬀodl 
= all Needful Succours, And Say not . 
0 thy Neighbour, Go, and come again, and 
to morraw I will give; when thou haſt ul} 
bee! Yea, be Charitably and Com-] E 
1 12 Inquiſuive, into the Tra- b. 
| Gles of the Neighbourhood. Find out, 
Who is Pear; Who Sick; Who Heart] tl 
'brcket with Bereawvements, and ome m 
And Sinking under beauy Burdens ; and 
de Thoughtful, What ſhall be done fol C. 
| hem? Oblerre who Commit Exil Thing F. 
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The Things that are Excellent- _ 7% 
or omit Good Ones; who are Led aſide i 
| into Snares, or likely to be Enfnared ix 
I hurtful things ; be be Thought", 
inf ful, What ſhall be dine to reſcue t? 10 
Bel Church- members, What we Deſire is, That \ | 
gi) a Spirit of Benignity may reign among . 
you An Excellent Spirit Lou muſt be 43 
dz Better Neighbours, than thoſe of whons 
Er- we read, They were diſobedient, living ix 
be] Alice and Envy, bateſul, and hating ne 
uly anot ber. Pe. A 
oo} 1 
rene} 7/7. It is to be Deſired ; and Oh: 
ery | What an Introduction it would be to 
De-| the Things which are moſt of all e.?! 
| 7 rable ! That ſome Excellent Eſſages of 
Religion, which are the ENGINES of Ml 

. all Religion, may be very much uphel 
and} among you. = 
Bil I will beſpeak Four Things that are 'Þ 
ome) Excellent; Yea, Five that will have and- 
row | 9 my Singular Excellencies, -"" "mm 
out,] Firſt. There is the Religfton ok 
art-| the Cloſet. Can there be #3 a 
ping} more indiſputable, than that Precept of © 4 
| our Saviour; Mat. „J. 6. Enter into thy 
c fa Cloſet, and when thou haft ſhit thy- Doors | 
ing Eray to thy Farber * it in Secret. Ie 
= 2 


teems, 4 


o [1 
* — a 
= * 6 — 


= 74 Paſtoral Defires. Or, SY 
ems, my Friend, Thou canft hard 
Hy to the Great God, Abba, Fat ber, ili Ae 
* thou do not ſo? Methinks, The Name Go 
A 4 of 2Chri#;a» ſhould not be challenged thc 
= by any-One, with whom Secret Prayer 14 ON 
7: megleted. Prayerleſs Rebel againft the] the 
WE Precept of thy Saviour, How canft thou the 
== ©» owned as one of His Daſciples, or not Ev 
_ Led forth with the Workers of Iniquity | [9 
= Elpecially,having had the Pattern as well | 2 
= as the Precept of thy Saviour for it. Our Ex 
i} Lord ſayes unto us, Thou ſhalt not be as Ha the 
pesrites, But Pray in Secret. Hypocrites do Re 
= mot uſe to delight in Secret Prayer ; and | Se. 
they who have no Delight in it are uſu -) O 
ally Hypocrites ; All for the Stage! In-j'® 
deed, without Secret Prayer, tis imp. ſh ſl 
ble to carry on the moſt neceſſary con- lar 
rerns of Cbriſtianiiy. Chriſtianity lies a þ 
= maimed, breathleſs, gaſping, where Se 4 
rret Prayer is laid aſide. - A true Chriftian ſuc 
| can't Live without it; he feels himſelf 
Killd, if any thing ſhould keep him the 
from it. es 1 1 
I move then for this; That you Retite b 
Twice « Day at leaſt, for the Religion 
* ofthe Cloſet. Some of great Lieſuce * 
Rn thay" 
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The Things that are Excellent. 77 

er of your Supplication, imploy your 
a afeditation. OMedita'e on the Word of A 

me God; the Sermons that you have heard 3 0 

edfthe Verſes that you have read. Meditate: \,? 

z on the God unto whom you are going; J | 

hel the Things which you are to Ask of Him 34 

on the Plea's you are to make for them: 

or Every Morning, Particularly recommend 

unto the Ble ſſing of God, ſuch Affairs 

ell fas may occur for the Day Enſuing. 

ur Every Exening, Reflect on the Mercies of 

H- the Day, and make a mention of them: 

do Reflect on the Errors of the Day, and 

nd | Seek a Pardon of them, And Renew, 

fn. | your claim to Eternal Life. Remember, 

In« | f0 Pray for Others as well as for your 

g. (ſelves ; Eſpecially for your Neareſt Res. 

\n. lati ves. For ſuch alſo as have Requeſted. 

ies 2 Remembrance with you; For ſuch as 

Foe | have own you Kind jjes 5 Yea, for- 

an ſuch as have done you [-*uries. And, O. 

ell] Citizen of Zion, Do thou alſo Pray for 

im be Peace of Feruſalem „„ 
| T will carry the Motion a little furs 

ire] ther. It is Pitty, the Children of God 

on | bave not more accuſtomed themſelves 

are 0 ſet apart IAhole Days for a Secret 

al Cen verſation with Heaven. Oh! the 

wal _& Heas 


= 5s Paſtoral Defres. Or, | 
& Heavenly Impreffion that ſach Df 
| would leave upon them! Firſt, Have 
+ mow and then, | Such of you aware 4. 
Die to Receive it!] Your M#bole Day 
| Er Secret Humiliation. On ſuch a Day, 
Did your Prayers, according to the 
Subjects, which they are to go upon: 
und make as many Humble Addreſſes to 
= zhe Throne of Grace, as your Strength 
will admit; firft for Aſſiſtence; then for 
[Forgiveneſs ; then for Sanfity ; then for 
Special Bleſſings ; and laftly for O:ber per- 
N. Take Time alfo, to animadvert 
upon all the Cauſes you have, whether in] b 
Jour Sia, or in your Sorrows, to Humble | th 
Four ſelves before the Lord. In the la- 
EF mervals, conſult the Bible, with other D. 
| Vor ionary Treatifes, that may inflame your | 
Devotions. Then Form New Purpiſes 
about your Walk with God; and R- 
word what you Parpoſe. But let your 
Am, always accompany your Prayer, 
and go up as a Memorial before God: Fill 
the Day with Ejaculatory Prayers; and 
End it with the Songs of Zion. - 
Yea, And why not ſometimes, your] fo 
= 7bole Dajes for Secret Thanksgiving too! i 
| On ſuch a Day, having ſet before yu E 
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- & The Things that are Excellent. 277 
i the Glories of the Great GOD, and His. 
4 CHRIST, a moſt inexhauſtible tz 
Then make a Recognition of them, . 
your Knees before the Lord. Recog-. 31 
nize after-wards the more Particular Fa. 
vours of God unto your ſelves ; On each. 3 
of them think, How Undeſerving you are: i 
and how Diff inguiſuad you are ; and what 
your JESUS underwent, Eſpecially in 

for} the want of fuch Things, to obtain them 
for you. Diſmiſs them not, until you 
have thought on ſome Return of Grati- 
tude and Obedience unto God, that may 
in] be ſuited unto each of them. Intermix 
ble | the Singing of Pſalm and Hymns all a- 
In- long. Let Alms without Noiſe, increaſe 
De the Melody. Conclude the Day with 
ue | fome Noble Projections on a, What ſpall 
ofes | 1 render to the Lord? The Queftion of 
N- Thankfulneſs; What Special Thing ſhall ! 
ur 4. now do, for my Glorious Lord. But that 
your Hearts may be kept in the Better 
Fill Tunes; whatever object you may at any 
nd} time in the Day occaſionally Look up- 
Jen, Let it cauſe your Minds to dart up 

our] fome agreeable Praiſes to God. Keep 
0] in this Tune; and be in the Praiſes of the 
on Lord, all the Day long! Sirs, You Cannes 
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but ſay, Theſe would be Ex:el-nt Thing 


| _ Secondly. There is the Relinfol 
; of Maſters, Col. IV. I,2, 3. To Pray with the 
EE their Servants ; Lea, To Continue in Pray. 
„il them. In alluſion to the Conti. Sp 
„ Offering, under the Law; There ge, 
= muſt be a Famili- Sacriſice; and it muſt} af 
be a Morning. Sacrifice, and an E. e- 
wening . Sacrific:. If we are to Pray with F, 
all Prayer, then ſurely with Family Pra- I th, 
er. Indeed, the very Light of Nafare 
= teaches a Family-woſhip. A Family in 
= which God is not ſhipped, Practical. | 
| ly Denies God ; Shakes off all Relation 
to God, all Dependence on God. A Fi 
wih of Atbeiſm ! without God in the 
World The Families which do nt Call. 
3 upon God, what are they, but Workers of | 
Iniquiry ! What are they like to prove, Jp; 
but che Naits of Serpents, the Dens of U ha 
Dragons ; ie Nurſeries of all Impiety? Y 

A Bonis wichout any Worſhip. of God [ 7, 
in it, Oh. | write upon the Door of it; I 
as nA mily that has the Peſtilence ; Ino 
Loꝛd, Habe Mercy upon us! ſa 
Heuſbolde,, Do not imagine thy ſelf 18 
unable to diſcharge this Eſencial part affe. 
= [$4 


1 
"T0 
7 


ib nee. Hear God Speaking to the n 
6 — ſhew ſomething that thowthalt 38 
P 59:ak, in chy. Pro unto Him, Every i 
Ger 2208 of the Publick Miniſtry 3. will 4 
uſt} afford thee ſomething to be turned into 
E-. Prayer with and for thy Family. Thy 
ith | F,-m;ly ſhould at certain Seaſons be taught 
„the Principles of the Doctrine F Chrift ; and 
re every Truth in the Catechiſm, will yield 
in a Prayer for thee to Spread before the 
al- Lord, Above all, Aﬀea thy ſelf with 
10% | the State of the Souls in thy Family 5 th 
Fa- fown, and all the refit. If they were Sick, 
the [or Star vd, thou wouldeft not want 
Words, to tell their Wants. Man,They 3 
have Sinn d, and are Dying in their Sins; Þ 
[Pining away in their Iniquities ; and 
- {haft thou nothing to Say for them 2 
Try to ſay ſomething ; and ſuppoſe, 
This may for oaght | know, be the Laſt Time 
Fm Praying with them ! If all this will 
& 3 not ſupply thee with Mater for thy F- 
mily-prayer, uſe a Firm ; tho' Watching. 
elf gainſt Formaliey in the uſe of it. Better 
ol ſſo, than to do ſomewhat worle than Pa- 
Agenizing ip Third ly. 


N 
o 


Thirdly. There is the Religion of 
"the Sabbat. A+ it is 2 ot Rati« 
enal piece of N. -ality, That we ought to 
Set apart One l y in Seven, for the Sprej 
at Service of that God, who in Six Dayer 
did create the World, and Refted on the 
Seventh; fo we have Oe Dy in out 
Week, which the Book of God, has 
called, Rev. I. 10. The Lo2ds-dap, 
There needs no more, ( tho' we have the 
undoubted Practice of the Ap:ſtles alfo, ) 
to prove, that it is a Day wherein the 
LORD has challenged a Peculiar Prepriety, 
and that we ought on this Day to Sab. 
batize unto the Lord; who on chis Day 
Finiſhed his Grand Work of Redeeming 


> &s 
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the World, in His own Victorious Reſar- 


rect ian from the Dead. O Queenof Days: 
O Golden ſpot of Time! Tis the uſu- 
al Birth. day for the New. born Children 
of God! The Piircipal Mar ket- Day on 
which a Trade Fer H. avben is Carried on. 


I am to tell you, The whole Fear of Gd, It 


will either Flouriſh or Languiſh accor- 
ding to the Celebration of This Day. A 


People firit for $1b45tizing, and Keep. 
Bleſt 
and 


ing the Day of God, are notably 
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ne Things that are Excellent. f 
and Kept of God; they come to Ride 


of Un the High: places of the Earth : God re r! 


i= ([aliares them, with making them Reſt from 
to Dajes of Adverſity. Bat the People: who 
is break it, break their own Ref, while they 
er vill not keep that of G; The Judg- 
be J nents of God break them to pieces; 
ar [They bring Wrath upon themſelves and 
E Unquenchab e Fires: and God Vexes them 
v. with all Adverſi:y. The Souls of men,are 
he gloriouſly Fattened,by Sabbatizing.; They 
„) Poth Aſure themſelves of, and Ripen them - 
he {ſelves for a part in the Reſt that remains 
ty, [for the People of God. But they to whom 
be fall Sabbatizing is a Wearineſs,and who are 
ay upon the Rack, while the Reſtraints of 
hg ſhe Fourth Commandment are hid upon 
ar- hem, how can they expect any other, 
but that they ſhall be baniſhed from God 
into the Place of Torment, where they ſee 
en ww Ref, but their Smoke aſcends for ever 
on [md ever! It is nor well done, to degrade 
on. {and difgrace the L,02d8-Dap. by put- 
ed, ning the Heathen Name of Buhbay 
or- Japon it. But it will be worſe done, to 
A flat benixe upon the Day; which all 
ep. [hey do, who do not Laboriouſiy Sab- 
eise to 2 Glorious CHRIST upon it. 
2 8 
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The ne wy Endeavoy: 7 
ii This. As the Loods-Day|* 
dra near, lay aſide vo ED thi 
cumbrances. Let the Evening be ſpent in II 
making ready for the coming down of the |®' 
" Lord -untoyeu,or your calling up to Him. | 
All che whole Day that follows, keep 1 j** 
Guard upon your ſelves, that no part of | 
the flo Time, ſhall be Sacrilegioufly 
Alienated from the Lord; tho' making 
due Allowances for the Works of Neceſſi 
and Mercy. Guard your Steps, that no 
Worldly Bufine/s or Diverſom be ventured 
on. Guard your Lips, that no Diſcourſe 
may paſs them, unſuitable to a Soul in | 
the Suburbs of Heaven. Guard your 
very Hearts, that no Foolifh Theught may 
be harboured in them. With a very |*** 
Exquiſite Attention and Alacrity, Bleſ | 
the Lord in the Congregations. The Tine 
that Intervenes, lay it out, in converſing 
with the Word of God; and the Great [© 
Murks of the Lord, efpecially thoſe of 
Redemption, which are Sought aut of l 
all chem that have Pleaſure therein. Lay it [7 
| Out, in Communing with your own Hearts, Fon 
and Pondering the Path of jour Feet, and or 
Searching into he Poſture of your o 
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ah. The Things that are Excellent. 83, 
Jouls, and Settling the Everlafling Peace 
Itbereof. Lay it out, in the Iaffruc ing g ud 
hose whom God has committed une 
* jour Charge 3 and Acquainting them 

ae [with the Things which may render them 
Mt Wife unto Salvation, and Exhorting & Ex- 
n icing and Quickening of them, tothoſe 
things which may prevent their Maur- 
ung at the Laff, Cauſe all within your 
Gates to Sabbatize with you. And, Oh? 
Let not the Evening that Enſues be ſo AY 
niſpent, as to defeat and deftroy all the 
Good of the Day: not miſpent in the 
Viſits of a Vain Converſation. I earneftly 
beſpeak, 4 Good Evening for the beſt "of 
Dayes, among you. Spend the Evenings 
5 thoſe that bave been with JESUS, and 
ze lothe, Extremely lothe, to lay aſide 
your Communion with Him. Chriftian, 
The Sabbath is the beft Friend thou haft 
ing in the World: Oh! Accompany it, as fac 
wa thou canſt in Good manners, at thy 
» of = with it! The Evening of this 
it of Day a ords a moft valuable Opportuni< 
2 for a Chriftian, to Commune with bis 
is; | Heart on the Things of the laſt Im. 
and \prtance ; To carry on a moſt advanta. 
wn us Intercourſe with Heaven, in con. 
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” By Paſtoral Pefires. Or, 
+ Yaulting the Beſt of Books,and in Pour. 
aut 2 Soul before the Lord; Finally 
laminate the Family (kept well to. 
end in order) with the Exerciſul, l 
Wo of Godlineſs ; And to do thoſe things f 
= which in the Evening of bis Life he may|,” 
Without Regret look back upon. — oy 
= Fourthly. I cannot but beſpeak anþþ 
Excellent, and Religious Education for your Iz; 
- Poor Children, which are born like the ill 
*Aſſes Colt; and if they be not Educated, 
a worſe Fate than that of the Unredeemel Jy 
AF will belong unto them. A Good p 
Education, certainly, tis One of ourh,,. 
Excellent Things ; Tis that which muſt hei 
make Excellent Men. Oh! may there be ſhe 
many en, and Daughters of Abrabam % 
among us ; of whom it may be ſaid, hay 
| Gen. XVIII. rg. T know bim, that be wil Chi 
command his Children and H uſhold aft hoy 
Bim, and they ſhall kecp the way of the Lord. hg 
You take Notice by the way; That { = 
HE wil, THEY hal: Then ſhouldhf,; 
ve have Sons, as Excellent Plants grown uf Bou 
zn their Youth ; Daughters as Excellent Er ue 
iſhed Stones fot the Temple! PARENTS, ih ( 
Don't you with Paternal and Relentingh,;, 
Cowes, Tear 1s Ions of JR CP 


„„ 


new we 


* 
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n. Things that are Excellent. I 
uaren crying to you? O our der. 
Arent, We are Periſhing in the Corrupts 3 ps 
Os tbat. ature, which 16 thro you derived — 
ſelln ws. Tea, They that go about, ſeeking whons- 
BY libey may devour, bave i d upon us 5 we | 
ay fire the Prey of the Terrible ones. Will you: 7 ; 
s nothing for ? Ob! Pitty s; Ob” 
an IReſcue #5 5 Ob! Don't Leave ws in this Per- 
ur ion! Certainly, They are notParents,, M 
"ud at Monſters, More cruel than the Se- 
ed, pon ſters, that can be Deaf to ſuch a Cry. 
aal If your Children were Blind, or Deaf, or- 
ON (Dumb, or Lame, would it not grieve you +; 
Outhxceedingly ? Alas, They do not ſee- 
uſt heir True Interefts ; They do not Hear” 
bene Calls of God; While they are Prays 
dawn lf, they are Speechleſs ; They are als 
ad, ayes going out of the Way, If: your” 
wil Children were in a Bi!ter Slavery, would 
fin ou not be grieved at it? If Grievous 
rd. Diſecſes were upon them, could you no 
at g uneaſy at it? Alas; The Enemies 
uli bf their Souls have E.ſlaved them. Their 
= 1 Pouls are Diſeaſed with Lyfts worſe than 
1 Vers, Or Palſey-s, or Cancers, The Stone: 
ITS h the Hart, is worſe than one in the 
une. Oh ! What will you do for them? 
od Hood Education is the main Thing 
ES > for. 
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For the Cure of all. 1 will briefly touch# 


en certain Points of a God Education.” 
SF” Zactimes Teach the Children, the 
=— Dorines of God their Saviour. And make 
mem alſo get by Heart, ſuch Scripture 


N and ſuch Leſſons, 15 may be more Golden | 
wn Sentences. 


Betimes Mind them of their 
_—_— been Baptiſed, and ſhow them 
How ſuch ought to Behave themſelves : 


EF and often Set the Covenant of God before | 
them, and ask them to Yield :bemſelvn | 
* wnro the Lord. Betimes Train them up 


| in the Way wherein the) ſh:uld go, and ſhow 


and the way of givirg themſelves up rnto 
| 8he Lord, and how to O- der their Co- verſa- 


ment of their Pr: ficie cy; and often Charge 
them, Charge them, to Sei the Face of 
God with Frequency, Feryency, Con- 


mation, whether they keep your Charge 
or no. Rebuke the leaft Eballit ions of 


Evil in them. Nicely mark how they wi 


carry themſelves. Be thankful to thob 
that will faithfully adviſe you of theit 
miſcarriages. I wiſh, there might be ne 
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them the «kill of Prazing in be Holy Spirit, | 


#503 aright. Ofcen make ſome Experi- ; 


Nancy ; and to take heed of being the f. 
Companion «f Fools ; but get ſome Infor- 


Children 


Tus. But, if there be, I wiſh there may: 


| Continue cheſe Tears with unceaſing Im 


| ſes of your Agonies. Take them Alone 


Teazines of Heaven, bringing out the En- 


? 7 be 7. hiugs that are Excellent: 87 k 


zildren of Eli, (and of B.lial) among” 


t be Eis too! Finally, Cry & Wegpa 
— Mourn to the Lord for them 3 O i 
Give to my Child a Perfect Heart! a Ne, 
and a Pure, and a Wiſe Heart. O my Gd, 
Tet this Poor Child, be One of thy Children 1 


portunities: Continue them, till your 
Weeping Faith receives this Whiſper from 
Heaven concerning them; 4 Child of ſo © 
man) Tears muſt not Periſh after all | Nea, 
Make the Children ſometimes the Witneſ-- 


with you, and let them Hear and See 
your Agonies, Methinks, Parents, you 
ſhould wiſh to fee Excellent Children. F 
beſeech you, Let it not be your Fault, if 
they are not ſo 
But ſincs I am fromthe opening Ma 


gines of Religion, there is 2 Fifth of them, 
which I think, I ſhonld not altogether 
leave unmentioned. It is moft certain, 
wiſely to uphold Religious Socie⸗ 
ties, is to befriend all true Religion. 


The Private Meetings of Reli⸗ 


gious People, oz the - 
gious Peop 7 " y Exerciſes- 


83 Paſtoral Defres. Or, 
- of Religton,Experience tells us, That i 
> where they have been kept alive, and 
Leer 2 Prudent Conduct, the Chriftians I 
ic, compoled-chem, have like ſo. | 


may Living Coals kept one another a- 
lie, and kept up the Life of Chrifliani- 
| $4 in the Vicinity. But the Dying of 
= theſe has been accompanied with a Viſi- 
= ble Death upon the Power of Godlineſ;; 
the leſs Love to them, the leſs Uſe of them, 
there has been in any Place, the leſs has 
| all Godlineſs flouriſhed there. For ſuch 
| Religious Societies, you have Warrant e- 
nough in that Word ; 1 Theſſ. V. 11. 
| Edify one another. It is Experimentally 
found, that Aſſociations in the moſt or- 
derly way for Edification, are the moſt 
 Edifjing. And it was long ago foretold, 
That when R-:1:2i0n fhould be in danger 
to be loft, it ſhould be this way preſer- 
ved; They that fear the Lord, ſhall often 
Meet together that they may Speak one to 
another. It is then Earneftly to be com- 
mended unto the Neighbours, That they 
would form Religiuus Societies, and carry 
on the uſual Exerciſes of Religion in them: 


I mean, Prayers, and Pſalms, and Repeti- 
dions of the Sermons that have been Pub- 
” ; 7 lickly 
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iy delivered: and modeſt, gracious, 
F-ommunicative Conferences on Points. 
L radical Chriſtianity: That haze 
ſiay Perſons belonging to ſuch Regi 
wcicties fall off thro* any Temptation, the 
ef would Endeavour torecover them; 
Ind where any are taken off by Mortali- 
they would immediately uſe a pro- 
per Endeavour to recruit their Number: 
That they admit no Diſcourſe to be 
{brought into the Religious Societies, that 
hall have any Taint of Calumny or Vani- 
„ or intermeddle with what belongs not 
unto them. Societies of Godly Families, 
intending to be Bleflings unto one ano- 
her; Societies Preparatory to the Com- 
Imunion of the Holy Supper; Societies of 
Dang Men Spending the Lords- Day Eve- 
ing in a Profitable Manner, and Proving 
Nur ſcries to the Churches ; Theſe are all 
do be Encouraged. Oh ! Let theſe 
Tribes Live and not Dy, and Let not their 
Nen, Or their Dayes, be Few.' But then v 
would earneſtly make this Motion to 
ſthem; That the Religious Societies, would 
: Jhow and then ſpend ſme Time in con- 
idering that Queftion, What Good may we 
in cur Neighbyurbood ? and put on the 
wh Cha- 


© go Paſtoral Defires. Or, 7 
Character and Intention of Reforming da 
| _ceties, Conſider yet more Particularly on 
LE icft, , bo are to he called upon, to come un- I thi 
. Special Ordinances, that bave bitherto neg- | 14, 
lected them ?. Secondly, Who & in a Spe- unt 
cial Adverſity, and what ſhall be done to Suc- in 
cour and Comfort them ? Thirdly ;. What ] Su 
coden miſcarriages do any Live in, and wh | no 
= ſhall carry needful & faithful Admonitions to. | 

| them? Excellent Things would iſſue out | 
of ſuch Societies, and Combinations ; Reli- 
gion would find from them the //ues of [ 
Life : [ 


VII. It is to be defired ; And what | 
can we Defire more ? That Perſons in 

all C:nditions may do Excellent Things, and 
Suitable to the Condz:ions which God has 
aſſign d unto them. There is a ſort of 

Deroick Pietp. Alas, that I muſt U 
call i, Uncommon Piety ! Chrifti- I. 
ans, You ſhould Stady to Excell, to Do 320 
Excellent Things ; Be able to ſtand before tc 
that Queftion; Math. V. 47, What do- 


von more than others ? 


ul 
I will bring in for you, a Short Cata« | + 
logue of Excellent Things. | It 


It were an Excellent Thing, For * 14 


At 
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Nat have Smiles of a Merciful God up- 
Jon chem, diſlinctly, and mightily o 
think, What. ſhould. be the Nuit; of thefE "1 
| aMercies ; and what Returns am 1 tq make 


unto God 2 Yea, on every Good Succeſs, - 


in any Intereſt, O you Favoured and 


succeeded of the Lord, why ſhould you 


I nor think, What Special Thing ſhall 1 now 


| 


do for the Intereſt and Kingdoms of God ? 

It were an Excellent Thing, For men to 
whom Gd has given Power to get wealth, 
to have a Strong Perſwafion and Im- 
preſſion of their S:ewardſhip : To be Rich 
in Good Works ; To abound in Riches of Li- 


d 


as 


| 


berality. Every man Owes at leaft a 
Tenth Part of his Revenue, unto Pious 
Uſes. Our Glorious JESUS, who is a 1 
Priefs 2fter the cdi: of Melebizedek. doe 
challenge 2 Tenth Part of all our Gains, MW 
| Unto them that withold it, Ye bave Ro. 


i= | 
0 
re. 


le 
8 


bed Me, faith the Lord. But This is much 
tos Small a Part, for ſome that are able 


1. to do much more than this! 


It were an Excellent Thing, For Perſons 
under 4ffict:on, to be more concern d 
that they may Get Good by it, than that 


chey may Ger out of it. Under every 


Mic ion to be Principally concerned for 


9% Paſtoral Defires. Or, E 
this; What is the Errand it comes » on ; 
t To be uneaſy until the Errand be ſenſi. 
F di--complyed withal. =© 
I!: werean Excellent Thing, For Perſons 
that Suffer great 7zjuries, to be very Pa. |). 
tient, and Silent; even as the Sheep before 
the Shearer: and Forgive thoſe that have 
Injured them, wiſh them Well, and 
do them Good. By all Reproaches, be put 
upon finding out, Unto what Improvement 
in Piet), am I now to be awakened ? And on 
all Abuſes, to invent, What Kindneſſes may | 
I do for theſe mo have offered them? © 
It were an Excellent Thing, For Perſons F 
that are very Poor, to have a Godly Con- | 
tentment ſweetening of their Pover'y ; Be | 
Satisfyed in the Low D gree that God has |? 
ordered for them; and maintain a moſt 
hapful, Soul- quieting and Care allay ing 
Affiance on the Fatherly Mercy ct God, 
who has Promiſcd, I will newr lde 
| thee nor forſake thee, £4 
It were an Exc-ll-nt Thing For Perſons 
that ſuſtain any Offices, to think with ve- 
ry mu h Application of Theucht unto 
ic, What Opperiur i ies to 4% Good hawe I mow | 
is my Hands ; «ad what ball 1 do, that 1 Yo 
may give 4 better Account of theſs _—_ i * 
| POD: nien, 


»* — » 7 ug 7 © 
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Nantes than of a price put into the Hand fs 


* L 
| , 

N 

* 


It were an Excellent Thing, Gor Old a 
to retain all the Vigour of the moſt Live- 


ding Prajerful ; and Live, as Looking 
every Week to ſee the Period of their 
Lives ; to keep up a Goodneſs of Temper, 
but yet be full of Gravity, Diſcretion,and 
Reſervation ; To have their Tongue like 


or Fooliſh Word; but have a Communi- 
cation that ſhall be very Edifging ; to Ex- 


Ipreſs a Wiſe, a Juft, an Holy Contempt 
'Fof this World ; with a Soul breathing 
after the Eternal! Glory whereto the God 


of all Grace à Calling them, and alwayes 
in a Glorious Triumph at the Proſpect 
of it. Such Old Diſcip es, Oh! they are 


found in the Way of Righteouſneſs ! 


my Father, and the Guide of my I, outh : and 
be able to fay, I Fear the Lord from my 
Togth : An Excellent Thing, to ſee Young 


people, Solid, Frudent, Vertuous * 
9 * 9 ee 


h Piety. For Aged Perſons to be Excee- 


2 Tree of Life ; never to let fall one Idle 


Excellent Things | Theſe Hoary Heads, thus 


. Finally, It were an Excellent Thing, 
[For Young Perſons to be ambitious of . 
Early Piet); and ſay unto God, Thou art 


94 Paſtoral Defires. Or, 
= ſee 3 rather Affl id ion with th 
| People of Gad, than the Pleaſures of Sin: to 
1 a fake beed that "they £ cleanſe 
= zbeir wajes ; and Scorn them that Sit in | 7 * 

the Seat of tbe Scornful ; to ſee them have Ca 

the Word of God abiding in them, and Over. 

came the Temptations of the Wicked, by they f 

Awe of that Word upon them ; to ſee 

them Eſponſed unto their Saviour, and | 

| Studying how to do what He would have Li. 

them to do, and to do what Good they Are 

were born to de; to ſee them Suſpicious 
of their own Mortality ; not Looking on = 
it as too ſoon for them to Dy, and there. |** 
fore not too ſoon for them to Live unto dig 

God ; but Living by this Rule, 7 mt 

Work while it a Day, I know not bow ſom 
m Night may come upon me! Remember 

this; A Young Perſan, Ready for Death, 

and Ripe for Heawen, is an Excellent 

Thi'g. : 

| Theſe are the Deſirable Things, But 

when we Style them our Deſiderata, why | 

ſhould the Engliſh of it be, That they = 

are Wanting among us ! 1 
Oh! That we may ſee our People 
ie of, and Abounding in theſe — 
Exteiſent 


* 
4 


Things, 


Les 


asd indeed, this Excellent Th 


of Religion; and it is much to 


{ their Troubles. We caſt a Diſgrace up- 


be found Sufficient by us, to produce the 


* . 


* 
x; o 
* F Y 
y as 
* 
. 
, 
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et I will Defrre One thing more ; 
XCeLLent. 4 - Jo moſh... | 
zgrecably come in, when the Defrable "\,' 
Things which have gone before it, in our 
Catalogue, are well obtained. 


There are Excellent COMFORTS 


be Deſired, That all who deſire to Live 
Religiouſly, may in all their Tribulation 
Live upon the Things wherewith they 
are to be Comforted of God. 

The Word of God, that ſayes unto 
His People, Joh. XIV I. Let not your Hearts 
be troubled ; has provided Excellent Cor- 
dials for them, to ſupport them under all 


on our Excellent Religion, and we bring 
into Suſpicion the Excellencies of it, when 
we dont make it evident unto all the 
World, that we feel the Enlivening Force 
of the Comforts, which it affords unto us. 
And we do by nothing more Darken 
and Weaken and Blemiſh our own Title 
to the Conſolat ions of God, than by having 
them ſo Small with us that thzy ſhall not 


Peace of God in our Minds, under all of 
our Ca/amities, But then on the other 
1 de 


96 Paſtoral Defires. Or, 1 
ide; What can be more Excellent, than? 
dor a Troxhled Cbriſtian, to take the com vit 
Fort of thoſe — Things, which the! | 

Lively Oracle ol God have told us of: H 
and have Hope thro' Patience and Comfort i ne 
the Scriptures, and Live Cheerfully on theſ*! 
2 which our Dying Saviour hay$*5 
left unto us! When the Fudges cf feut 
Irael (Saul and his Officers, ) did ( for ſbea. 
fo I read it) Lec ther'-Ives down bs 8% fer 
ſides of the Rock, to Purſue, and Su prize ſef 
| David in the Cave, we firid tim IST unc 
this Report ; Pſal. CXLI. 6. 7h. 4i4 5-7 [Our 
#37 Words, and they were (weet. | The A. ſan 
pology he made for himſelf was accep. Fi. 
table to them. J O People bf Goc, Inſfu!! 
whatever Cave you are, you may ben tha 
the Words of your Saviour, that may be {> 4 
inexpreſſibly /2et unto you. Th 
I will apply my ſelf ro the Troubled} -* 
Meighbour ; my Brother in Advoſry ; " - 
and inform him of ſme Excellent Things, O0 
which it will be Excellently well dom Ih 
of him, co take for the Dujerers and 4 [vin 
nodhses of his uneaſy Spirits, under hi bre 
Various Exerciſes. Hearken, Hearken the 
to the Sweet words of your Saviour? On”: 
«hat, you might be able to ſay ; Pfal| 


j 


— 
* 
* 


f; 
he 
14y 
of 
for 
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i 19. In the Multitude of my Thoughts 


within me, thy Com forts delight my St 1. 
Ei, 2ome of 166 may have the Guile 
if Sin lying heavy on you. You have 
lone ſome horrible Things, for which yo 
kel your Hearts with intolerable Scour- 
ges now Smitirg of you; and you cry 
out, Mine Iuiquities aye gone ovir mine 
bead; as an heavy Burden, they are to beavy 
{or me. Souls, Diſtreſſed with the ſenſe. 
of Sin ; Groaning, Panting, Painting 
under the beavy load of Guile, & crying 
out, O wretched One that I am I have 


[ms deten Relief prepared for vn. 
Fit, Be it known unto yon; Cod fas 
ful fill'd unco Self-deftroying Sinners, | 


that Eccc: {ont Word 3 Iſa. XIX 20 He 
ſo '# ſel 14-m a Savicur and a Great Ones 
There 15 a Saviour, who is All- to Save 


j T4 4 E1;; P. 91. from their $;n. 


* 13 the Nermoſt. A JESUS, who | 
ASon of 

Go”, Wil. Blud cranſes from all Sin- 

The Black © Sinner in the World, ha- 

ving that Saviour concerned for him, is 

rought inc) Peace with God 3 ind tho” 

there be an Army of Injquitics lu ing be- 


qiww:<n God and him, that Saviour will 


Suvdue bis T1iquities, and bring him into 
io 7 the 


| oF - Paſtoral Defires. Or: a 
| the Grace of God. And then, Be it alfo 
| Known unto you; You are every one of 


XLV. 22. Look unto me, and be ye Saved, 
all ye Ends of the Earth, And thoſ: : 
Matth. XI. 28. Come unto me, all ;e that) 
Labour and are heawvy-laden, and I will give 
you Reſt. And thoſe ; Joh. VI. 37. Him 


that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caf 


out. Verily, Theſe are the Words of | 


your Saviour unto you; Even, urito 
you, O Cbief of Sinners | A en eb, ora | 
A4a04s:{-ne, Oh! come in, at the Invi- 
tation, and ſee what your Saviour will 


do for you ! Finally. There is 44% 
with God, for the worſt of you all, that « 
will repair unto your Saviour for it; 


M urning, Wo i unto me that I b:ve Sin- 


ou, Invited unto this Mighty Sawicur, | 
hat Excellent Strokes are thoſe ! If, ] 


R 
0 
P 
. 
F 
V 
ſ 


ned! His Excellent Name is that; Exod. | 


XXXIV. 7. The Lord Frgivirg I-1qui'y, 


and Tranſpreſſi n and Sin lt is that; Net. | P, 


IX 27. A God Ready to Pardon, Gracicus, 
and Merciful. It is that; Iſai LV. 7. Our 
God, who will abundantly Pardon. To | 
D pair of Pardaning Mirc), O you that 
have Sins like Scarlet and C- imſon, lying 
on your Souls, This will be to 4% Sin 


L 


a 


E 
Fi 


th 
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| Sin. To Repair to it, and Believe that 
Mercy, and Receive that Mercy, and, : 
„ | Rely on a dear Saviour for it; This is 'y 
1 | of all the Things in the World, the mot 
1 | Pleaſiag to God ; He takes Pleaſure in tbem 
„ that bope in His Mercy ! Come then; 


4 Fall down before the Glorious LORD. 
With confuſion of Face, and thy Moutn 


in the Duſt, as aſham'd ever to Look 
f Heaven in the Face ; Cry out, God be 


of | Merciful to me a Sinner: Lord, I am cor- 
to | rupt, and I have done abominable Works, I 


a | am Unilean, Unclean ! Moff juſtly mayſ 
1. | thou Abhoy me, Reject me, Deſtroy me | But, 
:i1 | Lord, Thy JESUS bas been bruiſed for my 
| Iniquities. Oh ! Behold what He bas done, 
at | and let not me be broken to pieces, by the 
- . | Hands which it u à fearfal thing to fall into © 

"| 1 do with an aſtoniſhed Soul, Embrace thy 
4, | JESUS, and the Mercy which bas allo d 
Him to me, and the Mercy which He haz: 
n. Purchaſed for me. And, Ob ! 1 cry unto 
| thee, for the Grace, that I who bave done 
| Iniquity, may do it no more | Now, O Sin- 
| ner confounded in the Sight of thy own | 
at | wretchedneſs ; Be it known unto thee ; 
ng | There is Mere in Store for thee, They 
oz | $hat once were 1 great Sinners as thou 
I 3 art 


yy 
D 
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— Art now, and as great as any among the | 
„ Corinthia, are now Saints in Glory, Lu 
None of thy Sins, will hinder thy Arri- ple 
| val to the Company of them, who are Ic; 
with Waſhed Robes there before the Lord. [$01 
F Secondly. Some of you may Go Mour- cet 
= ning becauſe of the Oppreſſion of the Enemy, Yun 
in Odious Corruptions from which you Jha 
would fain be delivered. An Hard fis: 
Heart, This pains you, afflicts you, af- tht 
frights you! An Eaxrtbly Mind; the |Be: 
Chains of that are galling to you. Im- tal 
purit ies vex your Souls, make you wea- { an; 
Ty of your Lives. Your Slatb, your Co 
Pride, your Froward Anger. the Squint- 
ing and Evil Eye of Envy haunting of | pa 
vou: Thefe are cruel Burdens on you. 
My Friends; Liſten to ſome Excel- 
Lene Helps, in a Caſe as bad as any in on 

the World. Firft ; If you feel theſe | ſh: 
things as your Burdens, tis a ſign that Or 
the Bardens are begun to be ſhaken off. 
The Cure of theſe Maladies, is beginning | 
in yout Senſe of them. When the Hard- | Hi; 
eſs of the Heart is reſetited, the Heart | M 
is beginning to be Softened. A Mind . 
that is exceedingly ſorry for its Earthly- 
mindedneſs is beginning to grow an Hea- | X. 
| ARES, venly 
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ven) Mind. Secondly ; Carry theſe 


2 . 


Fl:h So long as you deſert not the 
Thirdly. Some of you may be aſſaul- 


Souls on fire with the Anguiſh of them. 


EKTufis to the Cro/s of your Saviour. 
Plead the Death of your Saviour on the 
creſi, that your Luſts may Dy, and your 
Souls may Live. You will anon moſt 
certainly have that word made good 
unto you: Rom. VI 14. Sin ſhall not 
have Dominion over you. Fhirdly ; There 
is an Holy Deſign of your Heavenly Fa- 
ther, in permitting the Lives of theſe 
Beaſts, ( tho' the Dominion of the-Luſts be 
taken away) to be prolonged for a Seaſon 
and a Time. Tis to keep you in the 
Continual Warfare of a Chriſtian. That 
Warfare is, Gal. V. 17. The Fleſh luſtetb a- 
gainſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 


— 


Warfare, but the Spirit keeps up, and holds 
on the Combate, you are the Tribe that 
ihall Overcome at liſt 5 the Erown of the 
Overcomers is reſerved for you. 


ted with Fiery Darts of the Wicked One. 
| Hideous Thoughts are darted into your 
Minds. Thoughts full of 4rhei/m and 
Blaſpbhemy, and ſuch as even ſet your 


You cannot bear the Anguiſh, and the 
Horror, 


| bring ſome Excellent Leniivs, to be aps. 


as 
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Humbles you in permitting you to be 
ſo Baffe ted. 


Horror of them. Tempted Souls 4 t 

plied unto you. Firſt, There do's no 
Temptation bappen to you, but what is com- 

mon, even to the true Children of God! 
You are terrified by theſe Thoughts, to 
apprehend your ſelves R-yrobates & Caſt-1 
aways : None but the Fire- brands of Rell, 
you imagine, could have ſ% much of Hell. 
fire upon them. 


have. But it is a Grand Miftake - The 


3 


true Children of God are they, who tuffer | 


moſt by that ſort of Moleſtations. Se- 


condly; Let your Minds repell theſe 


Thoughts with a proper Indignation at 


them. In token thereof, Be provoked | 


by them, immediately ftill to form 


Thoughts that ſhall be a very Direct 
Cantradict ion to them. Only Humble your | 


ſelves before the Lord exceedingly : He 


Eſpecial'y, Lay this to 
Heart, that you have had fo few Right 
Thoughts of God cheriſhed in your heart. 
Then two things will follow. The One 
is this; God will not Charge theſe 


Thoughts upon you; They ſhall be | 
Charged upon the Dev, who is the * I 


This is what Satan would | 


_— — 


222022 2 


a4 


ain — 


| truly tell you: 2 Cor, VI. 2. Bebold, now 


Tube Things that are Excellent. 10 3 
ther of them. They will not be Repu- 


ted yours. Cry out under the Rape, & 


you ſhall be Immocerr. The Other is, 


| The Devil will quickly be tired ; yea, 
| the God of Peace will bruiſe bim under your 


Feet ſh:rtly ; and you ſhall have Peace 
ur Fore unto you. Oh! What an 
Excellent Word is that; Jam. IV.7,8. Re- 
fi@ the Devil, and he ſhall flee from you : 


Draw vigh to God, and He ſhalt draw nigh 


fo ys. | | 
Fourthly. Some of you, may be Lan- 
guiſhing under very ſinking Diſcourage- 


ments, 28 if the D 71 Orget were over 
with you ; as if the Spirit of God were 
wholly withdrawn from you ; or as if 
the U. p:rdon. blo Sis, were what you had 
fallen into. Diſcouraged Minds, Don't 
wake Light of the Excellent Pacifters, 
wich 15 now to be brought unto you. 


Tour Very Diſcouregernes:ts carry their 


ONN Cuufutations v ith them, The Dey of | 


Gr ce is not over with ſuch as are afraid 


it is. They Ly buried in Security, who 


have outſtood their D of Grace. The 


Door of Mercy is always open, to all that 


will come and ask for Mercy. I may 


is 


104 Paforal Defires. Or, 


" Ged-;-The Spirit of God is actually Mork. 
e en the Soul, that is Afraid He is 

Wihdrawn, Theſe very Feats, are not 
without His Morions ; He Stirs & Speaks 
in them, Oh! Delay no Leger; But ſech 
tbe Lord while He in iy be found, call u 
Him while He u nr! And fo, finally; 
No one, that is afraid of their having 


' mitted it. Where that Sin has been Per- 


unto thze ; Thou haſt not Sinne d be- 
Iſra+l for thee. 


Poverty; there ate Wants and Straits up- 
On you; and you are Thoug bt ful, Uu 
you ſh Il in hard Times hereafter be pro- 
vided for. But, O ye Poor of the Flick; 
| Hear the Word of the Lord; His Ex- 


= 4 Time of Acceptance; Behild, Now 6 * ; 
H Salvation. Thus it may be ad. 


Committed the Up noble Sin, has com- 


has to do for us. Chia ef U pe; D RA 
thou De're a Pardon? Duſt thou Valse 
a bardn ? fs the Bud of tliy Savicur, Þ 
of an Account with thee ? I thentay } 


yond à Pardon! There is yet hope is 


Fifchly. Some of you conflict wich 


cellent I 
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* VIlent Word ! Firſt, For „ ee P oF. 
ver ty, think thus; Ir z5 Gi who ma 


S | jo be what I am. The Faith/ul God Orders 
t ebe, os b / for me! And think this one 


* | thir g Cre; If when I am among the Poor 
E of this lt, I em Rich in Seich, tit ! 
2 L Will encug“ 3 7 be cen unſecrcoea: le Ri- 1 
3 | ches, nd ann an FI. iv of tec Kingd:m, which 
5 | Gd bas Promiſed unto :heminat Love Him | 


Ad then fat the Time to come; I will 
' {ſhow you I wo Exceilent Words, which 
you may Subſiſt upon, and lay aſide all 
Axxiety; The one is that; Pfal. 
4 XXXVII z. Truſt in the Lord, and ds Good, 
and vrily thu ſilt be fed. The other is 
I that ; Matth. V 31, 32. Take no Thought, 
| ſaying, What ſhall we cat? Or, what ſhall we 

Y Þ drink ? O-, wherewtthal ſhall we be cluthed 2 
Fir your Heavenly Father knows, that ye 
\ bave Need of all theſe thinzs Thus to 
| Sing the Song: of Zion in the midſt of 

h Wants or Straits, The 3.4 is my Sb pberd, 
Ih not want: Oh! Tis an Excellent 
„„ | 
2» | vixthly. Some of you meet with 
3 Lais. Loſſes by Sea, Or Loſſes On Shore; 
Theſe procure to your Eftates conſide- 
| rable Bim e, My 


* | Poor, and has in much Faithfulneſs made me | 


"2 the Rich man of the Eaſt, under his 
& Aimpoveriſhments; Job I. 21, az. The 


| 1 this, Job Sinned not, nor Cbarged God ford 
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3 My Brethren: it would be an Ex 
Ting, for you now, to (it down with 


Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away; 
Bl:ſſe1 be the Name of the Lord. In all 


lifhly. Twill be Excellently done, for you] H 
now, firſt of all, to Abaſe your felves| 55 
before the Lord, and Enquire what | 
Fault of yours, Hz may Chatliſe in theſe | ” 
Diſpenſations. But then, Encourage yout m: 
ſelwes in the Lord jour God, Think; IC. 
While I bave the Alſufficient Gad for m7 | M 
Portior, the Leſing of theſe things, is but the] M 
Spilling of a Cup of Water, unto bim that 4 ſp⸗ 
Owner of a Living Fountain Think; Fl 
my Saviour, will now make me Wiſer| 4 
and Better, more Prayerful, more Meaned con 
from Earth, more fit for Heaven; all my 
Diſ.fters will dec Wondrous Benif.s 
Think; If the Sovereign Lord, will have | 
me to be Ons of i Degree in the World, | 
will be well {otisfi:d in His Wiſdom ; and | 
I will reſt well H ured, that He will zes feed 
me with Food convenient for me! Sitz, | 
ſhow unto you an Excellent Way, to G 
by Lo{ng ; io Gain much more than Jef ſep. 
Loſe, TOTO Seventh; 


8 —-— 


— 


| The Things that are Excellent. 0 IJ 


; | be an Excellent Thing for you, O Bere: 
dine Conſolat ion: which the Wiſdom of a 
Sing the Songs in the Night, which God 


| 4 Wiſe, a Fuſt, a Good God, and the Un- 
| taken away my Relative. 


| bow doeſt : ! But then, ftop not here. 


2 


Seventhly, and Fingll 
are deprixed of Kelatiuas | 
They which were the Defire of your Eyes} "7 

are taken away with a Stroke. It woul# 7 


w Some of W 


ved Ones, to take that Cup of the Dj , 


Heaven has mingled for you. Oh! 


jour Maker, and your Saviour has gives 
you. The Tunes are Excellent, and 
make an Heavenly Melody. The firft - ? 
Conſideration that ſhall Strike your, 
Minds, let it be that Excellent One; 
Matth. X. 29. Sparrows,----One of thens 
ſhall not fall to the Ground, without your 
Father Think with your ſelves; It is 


controleable Diſpoſer of all things, 2vho bas 


Lord, 1 will be 
Dumb, 7 dare not open my mouth, becauſe 


o on to think; Though my Relative be 
Dead, yer ſtill my Saviour Lives; I may 
ind in Him, thoſe Enjoyments, which will 


abundantly compenſate for all thoſe that are 


px 


—_ ( — 


frrm me ! Briefly, The Excellem- 
Daa Lies in being, A bt 


* 


* 
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at Sacrifice He 


= Has called for. Our deareft Relatives 


= muſt be ſome of the Sacrifices, when | 
: „ ft 
= God calls us to the Offering of them. | 
= Let us moſt willingly do it 3 Lord, | 
\ , AA i, Thine, and thou ſhalt hawe what they v 


celleft for. This is Excellent; and, O thou 


=o Jearcft God: 


ought to be with Excellent Thoughts up- 


of Sens and of Daughters | There is this; 


na be, tis all for the beſt, that this Child u 
talen out of the way of all that Evil, which 


God; and 4 Reſurrection from the Dead, 
| Will one Day make it @ Glorious Temple of 


A — God. ng. Excellent Prieſthood Lies 1 


1 Willing Sacrificer, Now 1 know that thu 


Yet more particularly ; When we 
| 3 Follow our Children to the Grave, it. 


K enn „ er. 


on it. Among thoſe Excellent Tbouphts, 
there is this; Tbo my Child be dead, God | 
_— Bas given me His Son, and made me His | 
Cid; This à better than to have a Name | 


"wt 


bo can tell, What is Good for man? It 


zn this World, it would have been Expoſed ; 
"unto ! ire is this; The Child is gone, 
232 not Log. Of ſuch is the King dum of 
Haven. I. Life is bid with Chrift, in 


Sed! It is an Excellent Thing, _— | 


=» Þ,, =? 


A they yu * bieter Keeping for theix 
| Children, will nr. is be Cen- 
but Refrain tbr Voice from Nu, and 3 
| | their Eyes from Tears, and by the moft 1 
Heavenly Thoughts dry up, and wipe F 
" | away, all their Tears. 3 
; This Excellent Reſignation, does as welt #1 
| | become, thoſe who have their Friends 
abroad, in other parts of the World 3. 
| | and perhaps in ſuch Doubiful Circum= Þ 
e fances, that it may be doubted whether; 1 
e | they ſhall ever fee them any more n 
« | this World. Relign them, with an EXT 
„ | cellent Submiſſimm to the Will of God 3 
1 | and thirk ; Though I do not know where 
's | my Friend is, and dom it may be with bim,. 
e | get my Heavenly Father knows ; And, Lad. 
» | I put bim over into thy Fatberly Hands 83 
je Leave bim there, I Leave bim there! 
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aid, There are many Widows in our Vicks 


| mighty bas deals wery bitterly with me: | 


But as it was of old faid, There mere 
many Hidin in Tſracl ; It may now ba 


nity ; And perhaps Widows, with a vaſt 
Acceſſion to their Care, in the Orphans: ? 
that muſt be cared for. O ye Hand- 
maids of the Lord, who call your ſelves 
Marab, becauſe you can ſay, The Als 


K 2 None 


110 Paſtoral Defires. Or, 


None have mage. Occaſion than you;* . 
Ot is tobe hoped, That you will Ds 


| ſuch Things, and Continue in Supplicati- bu 
en, Night and Day, trafting in God, as it be. | ha 
= comes #;dows indied, and not by any 
W Ridiculous Follies expoſe your ſelves. 4 
& Buc the moft Excellent Thing, to be com- 
mended unto you, is, To make ſure of | 
that Conſolation ; Iſa LIV. 5. Thy Ma- E> 
ther 55 thy  Husband, the L.,y4 of Hon, M his be 
= Name, and thy Redeemer, the God of the 
= whole Earth. And then Live upon it. 
With a Prayerful, Serious, Holy Con- 
duct, Entertain a Precious Faith in the 
| Providence of your Saviour. Let thoſe | 
Excellent Words be to you as much worth | m: 

= as all the World; Pfal. CXLVI. 9. The | ti 

| Lord relieves the Fatberleſs and the Widow. 

And, Pſal. LXVIII 5. A Father of the 
" Fatherleſs, and a Fudge of the Widows, is 
God is His Holy Habitat ion. Think, My 
„f Hutband is yet alive, and behold, He 
Lives for evermore: O my dear Savivur, | 
_— depend upon thee, to provide well for me and h 
mine; Lord, I will ſeek untothee ; thou baſs | 
promiſed that if I ds ſo, I ſhatl not want a- 
py Good Thing ; and 1 Lean and Live —_ 
| fat 


T The Thivgs thit are Excellent: Tr \ 
ff Bat Promiſe. O my Gogh, 1 know, thow. 7 
1 wilt never leave me me” e. 
| "A Afutttd and Toſſed with TemyeſF,. 3 
put thus Comforting your ſelves; 70 
| have Excellent Things to Comfort you, 4 
and you do Excellent Things when you- Þ 
thus make a comfortable improvement 
| / of chem. . 
[Upon a Review, IL find there is One 
Excellent Purpoſe which yet remains to 
de provided for. 
, | The Caſe of Stckneſs, is that. 


whereto we all are liable. And there 
are Excellent Things that a Sick Perſon is 
to be minded of. They that attend up- 
on the Sick are to conſult for all that 
may be Good for them; and very par- 
; | ticularly, to diſpenſe Wholeſome Words 
, | unto them; and eſpecially to do what 
is directed; Jam. V. 14,15. Is any Sick 
among you Let him call for the Elder: f 
ide Church, and let them Pray over bim; 
e | and the Prayer of Faith ſhall Save the Sick. 
1 | But then let the Attendents of the Sick, 
' help them all that they can, in doing 
4 


—C 


3 0 


what they have to do, in order to a com- 
fortable Iſſue of their Sickneſs. Often- 
times the Sick are not able themſeves 


= K 3 to 


* 
Ur th... Bhd , 


i Paſtoral Defires. Or, 
| = | to Read what may be Inſtruftive tO th nr 
Wn Howerer cbf@##Acrendents may Read 
35 nto them the Inf 55  *\ 
* the Sick are capable of it, they 
mould have the Ten Commandments with 
| the Expoſition thereof in the Catechiſm, 
diſtinaly Read unto them; that ſo they 
may wich 2 pauſe upon what is F-rbid- 
den, and what is Required, in each of the 
Commandments, Examine themſelves, 
and make a Penitent Confeſſion of it 
unto the Lord. Let them eſpecially | 
Confeſs their Miſpence of Time, now 
the Angel of Death ſeems to Swear, | If: 
they ſhall have no more Time. Confeſs | [a1 
their Unfruicfulneſs, now they are like to | 5h: 
be Cut down, and bring forth ns more | te: 
| Fruit. But above all, Conſeſs and Be- a 
wail that Original Sin, which is the Ori- 
ginal of all their Atual Sin: And even | to 
Mater thitr Couch with their Tears, | ho 
But then there may be Read ume |; nai 
them, the Duty, the Doing whereof will | 
prepare them for their Di//-lution,and yet | © | 
if God will pleaſe mercifully to Spare | © C 
them, will but render them the better | 5 
* prepared alfo for a Recovery. 11 
Tney are Sick, But there ſhould » "I 
this | 
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T The Things that are Excellent. 17 
his Advice carried ugto them, That 
4 they ſhould be more Siek bf Sin, than, O 
any Sickneſs, and be more defirons to 
be delivered from Sin, than from any iſ 
| Sickneſs. That no Pain in their Fleſh be 
ſo Painful as this; There dwells no Good 
J ching in their Fliſp. That no Burning of 
any Fever be ſo uneaſy to them, as the F 
Fiery Rage of the Luſt burning in their 
„Souls. That no Liſleſineſi and Feebleneſs. 
© | on their Bodies be fo troubieſome to them 
as this, That their Souls are feeble and ſore 
y | brcken. Read unto them that Word; 
, 4 Ifa. XXXIII 24, The Inhabitant ſhall not 
Ss |} ſay, I am Sick; the Peeple ſhall be forgiven 
J 
2 
n 


{4 their Iniquity, And let the m count it bet- 
e ter to have Iniquity taken away, than to 
| ſay, I am wot Sick. tio 
But no Advice of more Importance 
to be carried unto them, than a Direction 
| how a Dying Man is to lay Hold on Eter= © 
S nal Life, Read this unto them. | 
il | © Diſtreſſed Sinner; Behold the Love: 
et | © ly JESUS, the Man on the Throne of 
re | © God, in whom the Eternal Word and 
er | © Son of God has choſen His Everlaſting 
{ © Habitation, that Savionr- and Great One, 
be | making a Tender cf Himſelf, and of 
ils | His 


for Help to Believe and Embrace this 
= © moſt gracious Tender, which of thy 


ſelf thou art not able to do. Then 


= *© wich an agonizing and an aftoniſhed 
WE * Soul, declare unto the Glorious JESUS, 
Led, I fly to thee, as my Refuge and my 
= *© Saviour. 05 Do thou 10 apply to my 
= © Repenting, humble and contrite Soul, the 
© Pardon, which thou didſt by thy Precious. 
© Blood Purchaſe for me, while I was yet an 


© The Bl ſing of a New Heart: The Bleſſing 


Te Bleſſing of an Heart always to chuſe ibe 
_ * Things that Pleaſe the Lord. 


Having thus led them into the Path 
of Life ; Let this one mo 
de read unto them. 


© drawing near unto the Grave, and thy Life 
© anto the Deſtrojers ; If God will have 


3 ; -© Yet let it be unto the Glory of God,by thy 


Dig 


4 Paſloral Defres. Or, 1 4 | 


eien, even unto the ch 


n »Be at this Grace 
eier chy Cry to Sovereign Grace, 


* 


© Enemy of God. But with a Pardon, Oh! 
© beffow upon me that BI ſing, which my |* 
© Soul would value as much as m Pardon; 


* of aw Heart filed with the Love of God : | 
re Paragraph |* 1 
0 Man, apprehenſive of :by S 


© thy preſent Sickneſs to be ante Dearb ; | 


| 
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n | Faithful JESUS. Let thy Dying Ejacu- 
«lations, be with all poſfible Frequency 


I* my Spirit. Dy, perſwaded, that thy 
1* Soul ſhall never Dy. Fully Believe, the 
Immortality of the Soul ; Departing hence, 
think, I am going to the Immortals. Dy, 
[© perſvaded that thy Body ſhall after 
[© Death return to Life. Strongly Believe, 


7 
2 Mind is taking a Farewel of thy wea- 
» 


Heavenly Bleſſedneſs, which is R, ſer- 
F ved in the Heavens for the Righteors. 
lf thou canft attain to it, Come to that, 


and Fervency in thoſe: Terms; Pfal. 
XXXI. 5. Lord, Into thy Hands I commit 
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| I will give Glory to Gods hy "Faith muſt, "JN 
„ [© be 5 Life; and thy Victory over * 

[* Death. Dy like Stephen, by Faith, com- 
y |* mitting a Soul into the Hands of the 7 


[© The Reſurrection of the Body, when thy 


' | kened Body. Dy, perſwaded of the 


hn | 1d:fire to be Diſſclved, and to be with 


cbriß, which x by far the beſt of all ! 
1 Reckon Death which is the ts Enemy, 
[6 


to be turned into a Good Friend, by the 


Influences of the dear JESUS, who 
| was Dead and u Alive, and bebold, He 


Lives for ever mere. The Sting of Dearb 


having 
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. Dying in Faith, even a Strong Paith, which © , 
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* Oh ! By Faith leavethem in the Hank 
© of thy Saviour, and then ſay with the 
Martyr ; I bave Left them with an Abl 
© and a Faithful Guardian” My Friend, 
May thy Ed be in this Peace of God!] 

I have done. 
| Aſiſted by thee, O Glcriou: LORD, th 
4 Servant bas prepeſed theſe Things. With 
_ Thee is the Succeſs of the Propoſal, Ob! T. 
tion Succeed it; And keep theſe things i 
the Imagipation of the Thoughts of the Heart 
of our People; and, Ob, Diſpiſe their Hearts, 
bo wnto them ; Cauſe our dear People beartily t 
Approve and Embrace and Praiſe them. 
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